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TO THE 


READER 


He Church of England ever ſince its Recovery 
from the Darkneſs of Popiſh ignorance and Superſtitts 
01, has been 10 leſs the exvy of Rome, then the Honour 
aidGlory of all other Reformed Churches:;for ir7sConſticu- 
tions are Holy aud Primitizeytts Liturgy pious and dewout, 
all ler Do@rinescorſonant and agreeable to the word of God, 
She retains the Anctent Creeds, She Kejefs all novel and 
ſuperſtitious DoArines, that are neither to be found in, nor 
warranted by the word of Gol © She retains the two Sacra- 
aeuts inſtituted by our Saviour, ard rightly and duely ad- 
miniſters them , and that whole and entire according ta 
Primitive Inſtitution, and that too, neither Superſtitiouſly 
advancing them above the nature of Sacraments, nor yet 
prophanely, or irreverently, detrating from the Greatueſs 
_ and Holineſs of their Myſtical, arid inviſible fgmificance, 
* Marvel not therefore Brethren if the World hate you, 
+ for even our dear Redeemer was hated aid ſtorned and 
2 ſhamef«lly put to Deatb,and ſhall the Diſciple be atove his 
Maſter? '7is what our Saviour h: nj} foretold,chey bate 

= me, they will hate you alſy: Now al:hy it may be : 
| ”0jeRed, that there are ſeveral ſcandalous and loſe Livers 
| 2? among the Clergy of the Church of. England what then? 
| -3 does not the Charch reprove ſuch > Does it not cerreR ſach?2 
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And if they prove offtinate and incorrigible , does ſhe nos 
aiſown ſuch ? And tis uo wonder that among ſuch a nme- 
rous Clergy there ſhould be ſome i! perſons; Our Saviour 
when preſent upon Earth in bis humanity, was not with- 
cut 4 Judas among twelve, and no doubt it will te ſq 
in all numerons Aſſemblies , while the world endures ?2 
Bat this is matter of Compaſſiony not of ſcorn, they are 
Perſonal FB'ats, Cut does not iniure tbe Conſtitutions or 
D»Arines of the Church. All theſe things are more amply 
and futly handled in the following Book,, which was firft 
Printed in 1663, and they humbly Dedicated to the 
Kinn and his great Council the Paxligment of England; 
and it havirg fallen into my hands of late, after a careful 
and delightful peruſal of it, I thought it not smproper to 
Reprint 1n theſe times, and therefore recommended it to 
the Bookſeller as a uſeful piece, and Jo 1 do to thee Reader, 


Farewel. 
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unto me! O now my wounds were ready to 
y becloled, my Ruines to be repaired, my De- 
folations and Waſtes to be finiſhed ; when the 
Barbarous was checked, the Licentious was reſtrained, the 
uſurpers were removed, the profeſied Enemics of different 
Intereſts andReligion which perſecuted me,were {ubducd,and 
I ready to ſertle upon the Eternal Foundations of ſound Do- 
fine, of Primitive Govc:nment, of an holy and pure \Wor- 
ſhip, of a decent and comely order, to the arhazement of 


\ the World, to the honour of Religion, to the glory of Go, 


ro the peace of the whole Earth , and for good will among 
men! behold! my Children arc diicontent, my Government 
is complained of, my Ordinancesare neglected, my Mini- 
ſters are deſpiſed, my peace is diſturbed, and my ſafety en- 
dangered. Hear, O Heavens, and give ear, O Earth! What 


The 


could I have done that I have not done > Have I not taught Chnebe: 


the truth of God ſincerelic, giving Milk to babes, and ſtrong- ce - 
er mecat to them that were able to kear it, and the Oracl-s\ teri 
of God toall ina Language thev beſt underfico.] > Have I 
concealed any part of Gods ſacred Countel trom you : Have 
I nor ſet forth with all plaifineſs and freedom the bleſſed 
fulreſs and excellencies of my Lord Jelus Chriſt, in fuch a 
manner and meaſure as I received from the Word and Spi- 

rir- 
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rit> Havel not adminiſtred all che Ordinances of God faith- 
tully > have I not enjoyned and taught all vertue and all 
grace, Carctully recommending tro my Children whatſoever 
things are ga0a, what ſoever things are true, whatſoever tiings 
are hone/t, whatſoever things are ju# , whatſoever things are 
ure, wodarſever things are Lwely, whatſoever things are of good 
report; every holy Duty, every necctlary Rule ; and cycry 
imitable -xample ; with all the Advantages of found K now- 
Jelge, powerful Preaching, which at oncc was able to inform 
the weak, to reclaim the moſt crroneous, to rctorm the moſt 
dchauched, to fatishe the moſt curious,and to ſilence the moſt 
retractorv 2 Have Inot preparcd with much ſtudy and indu- 
ſiry, with many praycrs and tcars, with longeducation, and 
diligent care, Reverend Bithops, Orderly Presbyters, able 
Miniſters, workmen that nced not be aſhamed, duiy oroat- 
ned, and callcd atter an uninterrupted and Carholick ſuc- 
ccitzon through all Ages, agrceable to that original inſiituri- 
o!1 which was trom Jclus Chriſt, the great High Prieſt, tlie 
true Prophet, the {overaign King of the Church, the chict 
pzeachcr of righteoulnetle , and Biſhop of our Souls? Havel 
not, I ſay, taken an holy care of a {ucccttion of Miniſters a- 
bout holy things, who might divide the W<t.. aright by to- 
lid preaching, might wait upon God ſolemnly by a devour 
and diſcreet Praying , might convince Gain-layers by 
acute Difputing, might inſtruct the worla by exact Writing, 
might maintain peace and order by wiſe Governing, might 
reform the world by holy living 2 Hath itnor bcen my care 
and endeavour to k-ep up the loundneſs, power and life of 
Chriſtian Religion + Have not ] Jaboured tha my g00Q pco- 
ple might every where have what is neccfſaty and whole- 
'Ome for their fouls good, in devout Prayers, in holy Sacra- 
ments, in powerful Sermons z whereby I deſired (God know- 
th 'to pre{vrve whollome and ſaving truth, to promote truc 
holineis, to {up anholy decency, to maintain the wholſome 
form and power of godlineſs, in truth peace, order and uni- 
ry? Have not] held forth an holy Light, Rule, and Lite,in 
the plain parts of Scripture every where read; in the Articlcs 
every where acknowledaed, in the Creeds and Catechiſm cve- 
ry ycar explained, in the Liturgy conſtantly uſed, whereby 
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poor ſouls had a plain,cafic 2 ſure way to Heaven,through 
an untzigned Faith, finccre Repentance, a Catholick Chari- 
ty. a devout humility, a good conicience, and an holy obedi- 
ence ww God and man, according to the will of God, unto all 
well plcaling > Do not l take careto inſtruct the ignorant di- 
ligently, ro comtort the weak hearted tenderly, to raile up 
them toat fall compathonarely, tovitit thole that are ſick cha- 
ritably, ro relieve thoſe that want mercitully, to bury my 
cad that {leep in Jelus ſolemnly, to punith thoſe that do a- 
mille {cyercly, ro reſtore them that have gone altray piritul- 
ly, to inſtru&t them that oppole them{iclyes meckly, ro frame 
a way of Peace, Orcr, and Cummunion (in which Brethren 


( might happily dwell cogether in unity ) prudently, rational- 
4 ly and diicrcetly 2 O what failings of mine then haye occa- 
1 tioned thele impatient murmers which I hear ! What faults 


of mince have railcd rhole bitrer reproaches which I bear ? 
Whar cnormirics of mine have provoked thoſe imminent 
dangers which I fear > O why is itthat ye who own my Sa- 

yiour, who have ſubmitted ro my Doctrine as your Rule 

who have partaked of my Sacrament as your rctreſhment and 
comfort ; O why is it that ye hate and dilpile me, that ye 

ſtrip and wound me, that ye tcar and mangle me, that ye 
impoveriſhand debale me, that ye make me a (ſcorn, an abo- 
mination, an hiſlingand aſtoniſhment to all that ſce me, a de- 

rilion and a mocking to my cnemics round abouit me 2 

; Alas, all men of weight and worth, tor parts and pictr, y, a;etos 
| for judgeinent and ingenuity, for conſcience and integrity, fie tor 
for grace, learning and renown, know my innocency thus Conſiuurie 
s far, that as to the foundation of Faith and Rule of holineſs, 9" 

I have only adhered roGods blefled Word : as tor the Cir- 
cumſtances and Ceremonies of Religion, 1 ule in them pru- 
dently and charitably that liberty and power which I fup- 

pole is allowed here tor peace, order, and decency, by that 
bletſed God who is nor the Author of Contiſion, . bur of 
peace, asin all the Churches ot the Saints. It we may bclicve 

the integrity of thoſe Reformers that ſerled this Church, 
whoſe learning, worth, and piety, hath been confirmed by 

the Teſtimony of ſo many wile and religious Princes, by the 
approbation of ſo many learned and reverend Convocati- 


ons, .by the applauſes of ſo many other reformd Cnnches: 
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it we may belicvethe _ living and dying of ſo many 
hundzed excellent Biſhops and Minitters, or the Prayers and 
proficiencics of to many thouſand of godly Chriſtians ; or if 
we may belicyethe wondertul blethngs and ſpecial graces ofa 
metrcitul God, arteſting the verity, integrity and ſanctity of 
my Chriſtian Conſtitution for many happy years : or if you 
will believe all men in England, who have by oaths and fub- 
{-riptions, by Vows and Protcitations relolved to maintain 
the Proteſtant Religion as it was eſtabliſhed in the Church of 
£rglind, who diſpair any where to find the way of truth and 
peace, of holinels and happineſs, bur in the uſe of choſe holy 
means,and in thc excrcile of thote divinegraces which accom- 
pany lalvation, within me profeſſcd and enjoyed. I know 
nothing excellent in any Church for ourward policy, inward 
tranquilitic, and eternal tclicity ; nothing that was pious or 
peaceable, moral or vertuous, ritual or {piritual, orderly or 
comely, orany way conducing totruth and holineſs, to grace 
or verrue, to the ſouls cdification and comfort, which was 
nor by me entertained with competent Maintenance, noble 
Encouragements,ingenuous Honours, peaccable Serenity, and 
munificent plenty ; In which I flouriſhed ſo many years by 
Gods goodnels, and mans indulgence. 

Alas, whatever I-have done in the ſ[cttlements of the 
Rires, Circumſtances and Decencics of Religion, I have 
obſerved that modeſty, wiſdom and humility that became 
a Church of Chriſt, in diſcreetly and ingeniouſly complying 
with ſober, primitive and venerable Antiquity in the 
Church, as far as it obſeryed the Rules of Gods Word, and 
went not beyond the liberty allowed -it in point ot Order 
and Decency. O you are roo knowing to be ignorant, and 
r00 ingenious to be inſen{ible of your duty to God, and 
your reſpett tro me; who was heretofore ſo much loved by 
my Children, applauded by my Friends, reverenced by my 
Neighbours, feared and enyycd by mine Enemiesfor thoſe 
ſpiritual Gifts, Miniſterial, Devotional and PraQtical, which 
were evidently ſeen in me, thoſe heavenly influences which 
people received from me, thoſe gracious examples and fre- 
quent good works ſet forth by me, the bleſſed experiences 
men enjoyed with me, the charitable ſtmpliatics exerct- 


{cd by my members, the numerous Aſſemblies, the whe 
Co 
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Devotions, the reyerent Attentions, the unatimous Com- 
munions, the well-grounded hopes,and unſpeakable comtorts 
which thoulands enjoyed , both living and dying, in obedi- 
ence to, and communion with me ; which to impartial men 
. were moſt impregnant evidences, and yalid demonſtrations 
of true Religion, and a true Church, ſerled by the joynt con- 
ſent, and Publick piery of a Chriſtian Nation. He wasa witc, 
holy, and revercnd Son of my boſome, who ſaid, That in th 2 
greateſt maturity of his Judgement, and integrity of his Con. ;- 
ence, when moſt redeemed from juvenile Fervours, popular Fats 
lacies, vulgar Partialities, and ſecular Flatteries, he declared t3 
the rreſent Age and Peherity, that fince he was capable to move 
in ſo ſerious a ſearch, and weighty a diſnw/tion as that of Relis 
gion is, as his greateſt deſign was through Gods grace to find 
| out and perſevere in ſuch a profeſſion of Chriſtian Religion as 
hath moſt of truth and order, of power and peace, of holineſs and 
folemnity,of divine verity and Catholick antiquit y, of true charity 
and holy con/tancy: ſo he could not ( apart from all prejudices and 
prepoſeſſions )find in any other Church or Church. way, ancient or 
modern, either more of the good he deſired, or leſs of the evil he 
would avoid, then he had a long time diſcerned, and upon a ſtritter 
ſerutiny more and more in the frame and form, in the Conftituti- 
on and Diſpenſation of the Church of England. No where, ſaith 
he, diviner Myleries, no where ſounder Dottrinals , hoher Mo- 
( rals, warmer Devotionals, apter Rituals or comlier Ceremonials. 
Al! which together by a meet and happy concurrence of piety and 
prudence, brought forth ſuch Spirituals and Graces, both in their 
Habits, Exerciſes and Comforts, as are the Quinteſſence and 
hs Life, the Soul and Seal of true Religion; thoſe more immediate 
and ſpecial Influences of Gods holy Spirit ugon the Soul, thoſe 
Joynt Operations of the bleſſed Trinity , fir the Juſtification, 
Santification, and Salvation of 4 Sinner. 
| 1. Canyoublame my Governmen, that ancicnt and Ca- Ste juſti- 
tholick Government © godly Biſhops 5 ,which is {o agree- 22th b+t 
able to Right Reaſon, ſo ſuirable to the Principles of due Or- gu. 
der and Policy among men, fo conſonant to Scripmure-wil- 
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dom both in Rules and Patterns, ſo contorme to the Catho- ks 
: lick and Primitive way ofall Chriſtian Churches throughouc 
all Ages, and inall places ofthe world? Would you have 
| me, againſt all charity, oy humility or equity, to fall 
away 
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away from the Apoſtolical way of all Famous Churches and 
religious Chrittians ? to caſt off the ivos agy;,ay, x megaSoriy, 
the Baſes "irgoy, rec conciliis inftitutum, fed ſemper retentim, 
& non niſs authoritate Apottobica tafritutum ; the Aroſtotici ſemi- 
nis traduces Ejiſcopos , that univerſan ſucceſſicriem Epiſcopo- 
rum, thole ſucceſſiones ab initio decurrentium Epiſcoporum ; 
that ordinem Ejiſcopor um qui in Johannem tat Authorem ; that 
toto orbe decretum. ) Shall I not enquire ofrhe former Age, 
and prepare my {elf ro the ſearch of nyy Fathers? for I am 
bur of Yeſterday, and nothing. Shall not they tcach me 
and tell me; and utter words out of their hearts > Shal] not! 
ftand 1m the way, and ask tor the old way, which is thegood 
wav, and walk therein 2 
\Would you haye me give offence to the whole Chriſtian 
World, wich either is or would be governcd by Biſhops, as 
the moſt Apoſtolick , Primitive, and Univerſal Way 2 
Would you have me difown the right ſucceſhon of the pow= 
er Miniſterial, conferred by Epiſcopal hands unto this day 2 
Shal! the Jewiſh Church have the Heads of their ' ribes as 
Biſhops and Rulers over their Brethren the Pricſts and Le- 
vites, and theChriſtian Church ( in imitation of them, as in 
cthcr particulars, ſo in this, have their Apoſtles, Evyangeliſts, 
their Paſtorsand-'Teachers, without reproach, and may not 1: 
O it is certain, that what is once well done, in a regular pub- 
lick way, is eyer after done as to the permanency otthatver- 
rue that 1s always in a great and good example. Shall I 1a 
aſide Primitive and right Epilcopacy , which hath ſuc 
ounds from Scripture, borh as to the divine wiſdom fo or- 
ering his Church among the Jews, as alſo by the cxample, 
Preccpt and Dire&tion evident from our Lord Jeſus Chrilt, 
and the holy Apoſtles in the New Teſtament, whopreterted 
worthy perſons for their Piety Zeal and holy Gravity, to 


- exercile a Chriſtian authority oycr Miniſters and people for 
' their ſouls good, which might conliſt with charity and 1u- 


miliry, tor the preſeryation of the Churches peace and purity 
in the beſt. and primitive times ; ſuch grave perſons as tor 
their Age, -were Fathers; for their innocency, Saints ; for 
their induſtry, Labourers; for conſtancy, Cantcilors; for zeal 
Martyrs; for charity, Brethren ; for their light, Angels ; an 
yengrable for all Exgellencjies: And lown ng othgr oye 
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but ſuch in whom are remarkable the vertues of - the: moſt 
ancicat and imitable Biſhops ; .the Induſtry of Sr. Auer, thc 
Courage of St. Ambroſe,the Devotion of St.Gregory, the Lear- 
ning ot Nazzanzen, the i:loquence of St. Chryfo/fome he Mild- 
nels oi St. Cyprian, the Love of St. Tgnatizs,: the Conttancy ot 
St. Polycarp, the Noblenels of St. Baji/; and: thole come near- 
clt the Apoſtolical pattern afad relemble tac molt of any 
Chriſtians or Minitters, the Grace and Glory of our Lord Je- 
fus Chriit. Icndeavour that my Biſhops may be among 
Chriſtians the molt taithtul.; among Men, the moſt civil; 
among Preachers the moſt painful; among Oracors, the moſt 
perſwaſtve; among Governours, the raoft muder»re; among 
pious Men the molt fervent , among Protectors, te molt tor- 
ward ; among ſeyere Men the molt exact ; among Sutterers, 
tic molt patient; among Perſeyerants the. moſt conſtanr : 
the moti compleat every way, and pertc& untoeyery good 
work. - Thee I take care ſhould be ducly chojen, thouta be 
eitcemed with honour,and reverenced with love.MyRule to 
them is, I hat they ſhould over-rule with vigilance, ſhould 
rule with joynt counlcl, neither levelled with vounger Preach- 
crs and Noviccs, nor cxalted roo much akove the grave and 
Elder. I allow thele'men an honourable comperencie; with 
cminencv, wherewith they may exctciica large heart and li- 
beral hand, which may conciliate a general rcipe&t, and de- 
tervethe common Love. My direCicn to them, is, that their 
vertue and piety may preſerve the Authority of their places ; 
and this is the order, peace and dignity of the Church, that 
they may be the T onchltone of T ruth,the Loadſtone ot Love, 
the Standard of Faith, the Pattern of Holineſs, the Pillars of 
Stability, and the Centres of Unity ; ſuch as the Erroneons mav 
hate, the Fattious env, good men may le, and had men may 
Fear. 

2. Can ye blame my Doctrine, approved by the Refor-/She jul 4. 
med, and agrcrable with the Primitive Church 3 a doctrine**. bet <.. 
according rogodlineſs,teachingall-inen that deming all angod- 
lineſs and worldly lu, they (honld tive righteonſly, foberly, and 
godly in this preſent world. FIT | 

3. Do you find fault with my Devotion in the publick g,, ;oflifi 
worſhip of God, by Conteſhon, prayers, praites, Blalms; and zh he. Dee 
other holy Oblanons of a Rag and Eyangelical icryice; vorion, 

Jo 
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offered up to our God by the joint piety of all my children, 
( the wire $7xa1, the pls Hingis, the Communi Oratio ) where 
nothing is expreiled as my mind, which I chought not agree- 
able with the mind of Gods ſpirit in the Scripture ? nor do 
I know any part of it tro which a judicious Chriſtian mighr 
not in Faithlay Amen, taking the expreſſions of it in that pi- 
ous and benign ſenſe which the Church intended, and the 
words may well bear, Indeed the whole com ſure of my 
Liturgy is (in my judgement) {o wholeſome, {o holy,ſo com- 
plear, ſo diſcreet, fo devour, fo uletul, fo ſavoury, fo well- 
adviſed, that find nothing in the eighteen Liturgies com- 
poſed in the Eaſtern and Weſtern Church, that is excellent, 
bur is in this of mine 5 and many things which are leſs clear 
or neceſſary in them, are bertcr expreſſed or wiſely omitted 
here ; the whole being {© ordered, as might beſt inform all 
peoples underſtandings, ſtir up their atteCtions and quicken 
their devotions, in a wholeſome torm of ſound words ; ſuch 
as M»ſes, David, the Prophets, and the Lord Jeſus lett behind 
them, folemnly recorded in the Scriptures. So that according 
ro the primitive care, I firſt laid down Scripture grounds in 
the Creeds and Confctlions, and then I enlarged and fixed my 
Lirurgies and devorions as near as I could to the majeſty, ſo- 
kemniry, and cxaftneſls, unanimity and fulneſs of publick 
Prayers upon all holy publick mens Aon ſo plainly, that the 
devour ſoul knows well what it ſhould deſire of God 3 and ſo 
affeftionately, that ir carneſtly deſires in it, what it knowerh 
God alloweth; and fo uniformly, that it peaceably goeth 
along with the Congregation, with one mind and one heart 
in the unity of the ſpirit, in the bond of peace. 

4. Is it the Rites and Ceremonies I impoſe that diſpleaſe 
yout 2 Alas I find the God of Heaven which we worſhip in 
England enjoyning more Ceremonies on his own people,and 
forbidding no noly cuſtom to any Chriſtians, in order toad- 
vance the decency and order of his {ervice, or Chriſtians mu+ 
wal edification and joint devotion under the Goſpel. Our 
| bleſſed Saviour hath by his ſpiritguiding the pens and praCti- 

ſes of the Apoſtles, ſufficiently maniteſted the Power and Li- 
berty given the Church, and the Governours of ir, for the 
choxe and uſe of ſich decent cuſtoms, Rites and Ceremonies, 


(not as diy inc inflitutions upon the conſcignces, but as hu- 
| mane 
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mane injunctionsupon the practites)as agree with godly mane. 
ners, and thetruth of the Goſpel, and may belt {erye tor or- 
der, decency, peace, folemniry, and mutual cdification of 
Chriſtians, agreed _ by publick conſent; in which every 
ones vote is perſonally or vertually included. It's true, asthe 
Liturgy, ſo the Ceremonies havelomerhing of Komein chem: 
for to deal pak did freely and juſtly aflert ro my own ule 
and Godsglory whatever upon duetryal Fifgad to have the 
ſtamp of God: truth and grace, or the Ch {dom and 
charity uponit. I would not refuſe any good I foundAmongſt 
them, becauile it was mixed with ſome evil ; but trying all 
things, I held faſt that which was good, being intent upon the 
great ends of piety, devotion and charity, It's true I eajoyn 
my people an inward worſhip of ſoul, in ſpirit and in ruth, 
before God, but withal I enjoyn outward worſhip ofthe bodyy 
(which is but a reaſonable ſervice to God that made the body) 
exemplary and ſignificant before men, in ſuch habits and 
reltures as may moſt conduce ( by the advice of the whole 
Church ; forthe private lpirit of the prophets, in thotethings 
ought to be {ubjeCt to the publick ſpirit of the Prophets ) ro rce- 
yerence, deyorion and edification , in knowing , humble, 
meek and quiet ſpirits, rightly diſcerning the innocent nature 
of ſuch things not prohibited and fo indifterent; and the 
Chriſtian liberry allowed to them, to ule thaſe things inditfe- 
rent when commanded , and t9 lay them aſide when 
not commanded. However, let the many Obligari- 
ons to unity by the true Faith, you joyntly protelle give you 
more ſatisfaftion, then the occaſions of dividing the Cere- 
monies in which youdiffcr give you offence : ſo that you may 
not upon ſo {mall occaſions, in fuch ſmall matters, ſacrifice 
ro your private paſſhon and per{waſion the publick Peace and 
Proſperity of the Church ; clpecially {inceInever heard of a- 
ny ſober Chriſtian, or truly godly Miniſter, who (being in 0- 
ther things prudent, unblameable, and ſincere) did ever fut- 
fer any check of conſcience meerly upon the account of ha- 
ving been conformable to, and keeping communion with me: 
nor did they ever complain of Ceremonies, Liturgy and E- 
piſcopacy, as anv- damps totheir real graces, or to their holy 
communion with Gods bleſſed ſpirit; but admired them as 
the united influence; the joynt = the combincd deyori- 
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on of all good Chriſtians in this Nation, who publickly agre- 
ed with one mind, and in one manner to ferve the Lor'l, ina 
wav allowed by the molt pious of Princes, practiſc.i by the 
bett Nobility, owned by the wiſcſt Gentry, maintained by 


the molt learned Clergy, and erm racca by the belt tort of 


Commons. I allow only {uch Cc monies as make r.tigious 
Dutics not more pious, }ut more conſpicuous ; not more {a- 
cred, but morc {olema ; nor more {piritual ati footy, but 
more vilible, imitable and exemplary ; to quicken my 6hil- 
dren, to allure others, ro inſtruct and cdifie lt. 

5. Are ye oftended with my Canons and InjunCtions ? Is 
it fit that a fewmen whomordcr and Policy hath made inte- 
riour to others, as the Rulers and Reprelentatives of the 
whole {ociety, ſhould preter cheir own private Opinions and 
Indgements betore the well-advifed Reſults, the learned 
Connlicls, the pious Endeavours, and ſolemn SanCtions of {© 
many, eminent for picry, prudence, integrity, publick influ- 
ence, and juſt Authority ? 

6. Are mv folemn Faſtsand Feaſts, your grievances? thoſc 
{olemn remembrancesof Gods Mercy to men in Chritt cele- 
YTatcd with praver, prailes preaching and communicating to 
Gods glory, and all ſober Chriſtians improvement, accor- 
ding to the known preſident of the Jews, and the general 
practice of the Chrittan Church> What harm is there it 
{ome good men oblerving a day, oblcrve itto the Lord; and 
others not oblervinga day, obſeryc it not to the Lord? 

7. Po you rcicnt my Endcayours for Unity and unitor- 
miry ? Alas, I dcelire only that men tincerely worſhip onexrue 
God, and proteis the Faith of our Lord clus Chriſt,that they 
may be partakers of the gitrs and gr-ces of the bleſſed Spirir, 
ind may have an holy communion with that adorable Tri- 
Aity, and wit! one another in love and charity, as Chriſtt- 
ans, cnjoving the nobleſt lite, rhe {weetelt ſociety, and moſt 
heavenly fratcrnityz imitating God, emulating Angels; 
Children and expectants of happincls, Partakers < grace,and 
daily preparing for eternal Glory : that al! men who have 
peen called, baptized and inſtructed by lawtul Miniſters here, 
in the myſteries and duties of the Golpel, may make a joynt 
and publick protcthon ot the Chriſtian Faith, and Reformed 
Religion, in the name, and as the lenſc of the whole Nati- 
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on, grounded upon the holy Scripture,” guided alſo and ad- 
miniſtred by that uniforme order, due authority, and holy 
Miniſtry for VWorthip and Government, which accordingto 
the mind of Chriſt, the patrern ot the Apoſtles, and the pra- 
Etice ot all primitive Churches, hath been lawtully eilablith- 
ed by the wiſdom and conſent of all Eſtates in this Kinslom, 
for Gods honour, the Churches ſatery, the publick peace, and 
the common good of {ouis. 

8. Do Inortallow youa jit liberty to do ſuch things con- 
ſtantly and cheartully which aretr oft proper and adyantagi- 
ous to the natr.re and excellency of men? to think what is 
tiue, to do what is ft, and enjoy what 1s juſt in reference to 
God, others and your ſelves? I have taken from youno li- 
berty but chat of doing evi/: you are at liberty ro enjoy all che 
comforts, priviledges, and Ordinances which Chritt hath in- 
ſtitured, in an holy order, and regular way , tor private or 
publick good ; and ro hope {or that reward and crown which 
Goc: the righteous judge hath promited thoſe that perſevere 
in well doing. My higheſt aim is, that you may have li- 
berty to exer-ile a g00cl conſcience, void of oftence towards 
God and towards man, thatthey may willingly in all things 
live honeſtly. : 

9. £.rc yccilplealed with my Members Alas, innocence 
mci:, they purtue after the knowledge of, and communion 
with God, in order to a rational, rcligious, ipiritual, grac:- 
ous, perfect, and unchangeable life ; enjoying chemlelves in 
the bleſſed enjoyment of God, the enjoyment of whom {a- 
tisherh all their defires, rewards all their duties, requites all 
their ſufferings , compleats all their happineſs; crowns and 
perfeQts true Religion. They endeavour that on earth which 
they hope for in heaven; viz. a right knowledge and a wil- 
ling performance, which as reaſonable they owe for ever to 
God their Maker, Pteſerver, and Redeemer in Chriſt. ich 
this religious frame and temper , of which themſelves only 
are con Gention they prepare for a glorious and bleſſed im- 
mortality, with a ſincerity ot heart, and uprightnels of con- 
verlation, which hath no other Rule but Gods Word, no 
other End but Gods Glory, no other Comfort but the Con- 
ſtancy of this Diſpoſition to their Livesend. Innocent men, 


they look for one common Salyation, they ule one com» 
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mon Sacrament, they profeile one Faith and Rule of Holi. 
nels, they have one Gracious Temper, the {ame inward ſenſe 
of Duty and Devotion; they walk in the {ame order with 
the Catholick Church over the face of the earth. 

19. Do you cnyy me my Patrimony and Maintenance, 
what the Law of God allows me, what the Goſpel hath pro- 
vided me, what the Picty of Elder times hath beſtowed upon 
me, what good Kings, Peers and people of their own endow- 
ed me with, freely honouring the Lord with their ſubſtance,that 
they that ſerycd the Altar, might live by the Altar 2 O why 
may not my children who attend the Goſpel, live by the 
Golpel, lince they attenda Miniſtry as venerable in its My- 
ſeries, as clear in its Dorine , as glorious in irs chief Mini- 
ſter Jeſus, as painful £0 1t's Miniſters, and as comfortable to 
pious and deyour ſouls, as the Miniſtry of the Law + Why 
are you offended that they of my children that are taught, 
ſhould communicate ro them of my children that teach in 
every good thing ? | 

11, Do you enyy my juſt Power and Authority,whereby 
with the wiſdom gravity and integrity of ſuch men as arc 
inyeſted with that power, I may check all abuſes and diſor- 
ders in the Church, and by'a well-ordered diſcipline, I may 
recover my {elf ro my former glory and renown, for whic 
I was {pokcn of throughout the World » 

12, Do you except againſt the private infirmitics, theper- 
ſonal failing of my Biſhops and Miniſters, as leſs ſtrict and 
unblamcabſe in their lives, leſs painful in their calling, leſs 
p_ intheir undertakings, or leſs compaſfionate in their 

overnment 2 though all the world knoweth that within 
me Learning flouriſhech, knowledge multiplycth, Grace a- 
boundeth, excellent Preaching thriyech, Sacraments arc du- 
ly adminiſtred, the fruits of Gods ſpirit are mightily dittuſed, 
hoſpitable kindnek is exerciled, Chriſtian Charity is main- 
cained —_ heartednels and Good works are cminent ; 
chough I know the Chriſtian wa1ld cannot ſhew men more e- 
minent then ſome of my Clergy are for well- weighed know- 
ledge, forChriſtianCourage and Patience,for ſincere picry,for 
indefatigable induſtry, for Care and Vigilancy,for cxemplas» 
ry Vertue, for ſound Doftrine, uſeful Writing, prudent 
Governing; for a firry Conſtancy, for fatherly Intrutions, 
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charitable Corrreftions, and ut converſations; who 
guide ghe people without any allowed licentiouſacts in con- 
verſation, aiy undeccacy in Devotion, any irregularitic in 
Auminitiration: in all which according to the ſacred dirctti- 
on ct Gods Word, according to the hcavenly altiſtance of 
Gods {pirit through Faith in Jelus Chriſt, chey rcachthem to 
worſhip the only true God, who 1s bleticd tor ever ; as the 
a.'mirable in{iruments of Gods glory, and the good of mens 
lovls : reaching them a truittul and ctieftual Fairh, a found 
a1-.4 judicious CG , an hearty and ſincere Love, a dit- 
crezt and prudent Zeal, a ſevere and through Repentance, 
fervent and devout Prayers, godly and untcigned Sorrow, 
{pirirual ard unſpeakable Comtorts, well grounded and firm 
Hope heavenly and holy Converſation, a mcek obedience 
and ſ{ubm:ihon in the general frame of Chriſtian mens car- 
riage, Though I haye mcn tamous tor greatncls of Learn- 
ing, ſoundneſs of Judgement, gravity of Manners, and San- 
Etity of Lives; yer among my ten thouſand Minitters, it's 
likely ſome may do amils. It when there was but three men 
ia the world, one wasa Murtherer,it among Noah's fons,one 
of the three was diſobedicnr; It among Faco#'s children,ottwo 
one was prophane ; 1t of rwelye Apoſtles,one was a Devil, a- 
nother difſembled, and a third denycd his Maſter ; if among 
the Altan Angels, there is none bur was to bc reproved ; it 
among the few Primitive Preachers, there was a Demas that 
loved the preſent world, a Diotrephes that loved the preeminence: 
among my-lo many thouſand Clergy; it's not likely but that 
{ome may fall ſhort of the ſevere cxaftnels required in all 
Miniſters, who ought to be patterns in good works. 

Oh my Clergy are not Angels, bur men ſubjzC& to the 
like infirmities with other men. Tf they ſhald ſay they have 
10 ſin, they would deceive themſelves, and the truth would not be 
in them : but if they confeſs their ſins, he is faithful and juſt to 
forgive them their ſins, and tocleanſe them from all unrighteou!- 
neſs. Be Pertcftion the glory of other Church-members, the 
elory of mine is Sincerity. © Without all pceradventure, 
«he moſt holy and all-ſceing God,who walkerh in the mit 
© of the Golden Candiciticks, whoſe purc cyes arc moſt in- 
© tenrupon the Miniſters of the Cho, hath found iniqui- 
« ty in us ſeryants the Biſkogs, and other Miniſters, both as 
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© to their perſons and profethons 3 all things being open and 
& naked to him with whom we have to do, 

1. He obtervcs how:many conlecrated and ſet apart to the 
ſervice of God and hisChurch in the name, place power and 
authority of Jclus Chritt, and approaching his gracious prc- 
fence with Aaron inthe holy of holics, in the glorious mani- 
teſtations of God in Chriſt ,co his Church, by publick Ordi- 
nancesand [piritual Influences, have not to {anCtified the 
Name of the Lord God, their God, in their Heartsand Liycs, 
intheir Doctrines and Duries, 

2. The grcar Searcher of hearts knoweth how raſhly ma- 
ny of his Miniſters undertake, how careletly they manage 
that great and terrible work , under which. Angels may 
{woon, and great Apoltlcs cry,W#/o is ſufficient for theſe things! 
how vulgarly they converie, how lazily they live, how 
looſely they kehaye themſelves, how ambitioully they delign, 
how coyeroully they reach, how envioully they repine, how 
uncxcmplarily they walk unworthy of the favour and in- 
dulgence thewed rhem, tothe amazement of their High-cal- 
ling, the diſhonor ot their Profeſſion, tou the tortciture of 
cher Dignity. and Plenty, the endangering of their Peace 
and Safety. 

3. He that isabour our paths, and about our dwellingy 
hath obleryed how unpreparcdly, negligently and irreve- 
rently, how partially, popularly and ws mos. Oy how fot- 
mally and vainly, withour any power of godlinels, Life of 
Religion, ſome perform the work of God, the great work 
of Ercrnal concernmentto our own and other mens ſouls. 

4 He whoſe eyes ſee, whoſe eyc;hids try the children of 
men, hath looked down from heayen, and oblerved the in!- 
quiry of ſome mens holy things 3 their dead and unreaſon- 
able, inſtead ot a liying and acceptable feryice : he hath ta- 
ken'-noriceof that fupine negligence which hath ſunk {ome 
mens Miniftrations below the juſt majeſty, ſolidiry and pra- 
vity of Golpel-ditpenſations; others by an afte&cd height 
and depth, for want of plain inſtruction, andcharitable con- 
deſcending, amutethe' poor people, -who! know not what 
they fay, nor wherept they do affirm 
5. He that will reproye, and fer mens fins.in order _=_ 
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them, hath taken notice of {owe mens remifs compliance, 
and others exact rigours, (according to their private rempers, 
judgements and palhions ) whereby they ſwerved too much 
from that jult charity , diſcretion, legality and conſtancy 
which my Canons intented, and my conſtitution. health and 
peace required ; elpecially in the ptevith rouchineſſe of theie 
times, when {o many fubtile anttnvious oncs lic in wair ro 
dellroy me. os OE 

Yer my Church-mens exorbirancies are not my conſtitu- 
tions, their tailings are'nor my frame, their infiemities ate 
not my nature ; their tafl is no morc mine who ditalloys it, 
then the Angels fall may be the Heavens. that torbid it->their 
weakneflcs are humane, my authority is divine: -that charey 
whichthinketh no evil. will notlay upon me thoſe.coormi- 


. Ties which1I forbid by a Law, which I reſtrain by Dilcipline, 
' which I mourn for in mine Humiliation, and diſcouatenance 


in thoſe great patterns that ſhewa moſtexcellent way.. Theſe 
ſins O the Chriſttah world ! )arerranfgreiſionsofmy-Law, 
attronts ro my Authority. the baffles of my Cannons and Jn- 
junCtions. O that my Apologie were written, yea, printed 
in a book, for the ſatisfaCtion of the world, that the good thet 
T woull do, that T carmot do ? and the evil that T would not do 
that T db ! I find a law of niy members againit the taw of my mind: 
So that is no more, bin the fins and the {lanncrs that dwell 
in me. | | 
4. Ir's yon, it's you whom I have nouriſhed and brought 
up as children, whom I have encouraged as Miniſters, whom 
I have promoted as Governours ; irs you that have brought 
this reproach and daiger uporr me. - When I had with he- 
roick patience enduted the opprethon of advertaries, by a 
Chriſtian prudence defeated the atremprs of Schiſmaricks , 
by an exemplary humility and piery turned the hearts of 
enemics,and by a miracle of Reſtauration filenced the mouths 
of all menz you my Sons, opened the mouth of ſcandal, 
Ntrengthned the cry of. reproach, raiſed the clamours of the 
envious. Oh, it an enemy had done. this, I could with 
theſameChriſtian courage I have luftered theſe rwenry years, 
have born it; bur it's you of my own bolom, family and pro- 
feſſion : O you, my Clergy, whom I expected more glorious, 
more eſteemed, more SVERIIns before all the world, after 
2 | VOUr 
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vour conſtant ſufferings, who coming out of this fiery furnace, 
might ſhine brighter then ever you did with the love of 
Chriſt, and of me his Church, both as to ti. care of thoſe 
private charges and publick inſpettions, commitced co you in 
excellent order, ana by due authority : and I expected thar 
neither pride nor envy, pomp nor popularity, neither cove- 
rouſneſsnar ambirion, ſhould diſtratrhe thoughts, divide the 
hearts, exaſpcrate the humours, or provoke the reproach of 
an incenſed people againſt my Order and Government, and 
the good of all ſorts of Chriſtians. Woholoever of you, nor- 
withſtanding the miracles beth of your ſufteringsand relief 

at ſuch atime as this, when the mouth of Hell is open againſ? 
me, ſhall open any other mouth ro joyn in the cry agaiatt the 
Church, give life or rongue to any icandalous fin,and fer that 
ro its clamans de terra,crying from the ground ; that by lux - 
ury or{loth,by covetoulnels or griping,by inſolence or pride 

by carcleſne(s or looſeneſs, by diſorder and irregularity ſhall 
juſtifie mens malice againſt me, and by that means perlwade 
credulous and eaſfie people, that is true that hath been (aid of 
me, all is juſt that hath been inflicted upon me; I know not 
what Wo is heavy enough for him: O alas, my Brother ! O ir 
had bcen bertcr for him he hadnever been born. 

5. My Doftrine I can maintain , my diſcipline I can aſ- 
ſerr, my conſtitution I can vindicate : To, you, O my Sons, 
[cannot juſtific : wo is me that I muſt hear your reproac!:, 
and cannot gain ſay it. Five things there arc that tend 
equally rtomineand yovr own ruine,which I muſt charge you 
before the world : Five things that will inſcnſibly undermine 
my famous Fabrick, which hath been the care and labour of 
{o many vears when erected, and the miracle of this laſt year 
when reſtored. Theſe five fad Particulars, arc, 

1. VUndue Ordination. 

2. An unconſcionable Simony. 
J. Careleſs Non-refidence. 

4. Looſe Prophaneneſs. 

5. Encroaching Pluralities. 
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CHAP. I. 
The Church of England's reſentment of TVndue Ordination. 


Lthough I am well fatistied ( whatever the Romaniſts 
and others have otlatcluggeſted ) chat my Ordination 
is Authentick, Primitive and proper in the form of itz is valid 
in the Author, being by men ordaine4 in an uninterrupted 
ſucceſſion by the primitive Biſhops, as they were by the A- 
ſtles, and the Apoſtles by Chritt, and Jelus Chriſt by God 
imſelf; and is regular and legal in the circumſtances of it, 
being agrecable to the eltablithed Laws of the Realm; yer 
not without much regret mult I contels, that ſolemn invelti- 
rure of men to the great calling of Miniſters, fallen much be- 
low its native glory, much ſhrunk in its Primitive ſacredncl; 
and reverence, and extreamly decayed in its fir? cftcem and 
honour, becauſe my reverend Biſhops in the great inrricac.cs 
of late alterations » are ({urprized to beltow the honour of tha: 
high calling, 1. upon the Young, 2. upon the Unlearned, 
3. upon the Debauched ; and 4. upon the FaCtious. 
SECT. IJ. 
Of Young Miniſters , whereof T have a Call of above 2599. 
O is me ! whenT have thoſe that reach beforc they 
have /earned, that I have thoſe that would inſtruct 
others, and have need themlelves be inſtructed which arc 
the firſt principles of the Doftrine of Chrif. Inſtead of . the 
ancient Fathers, we have children who are made Pricfs in all 
Lands. Former times honoured my excellent Clergy for their 
age and gravity, revercnced them for cheir learning and au- 
ſteriry and eſteemed them as the wonder of the World; and ſaid 
Askthe Father, and he will ſkew thee ; thine ancients, and they 
ſha'ltell thee : this age flights them for their youth and weak- 
neſs, for their ignorance and unexpcrience , as perſons that 
are but of yeſterday, and know nothing. We have rnder/tanding, 
faith the common pcople to the young men, as well as you: 
we are not inferior to you ; yea, who knoweth not ſuch things as 
theſe As the Patriarchs ſeparated their firſt-born for the 
Prieſt-hood, and Moſes and Aaron releryed themſclves many 
years for their Miniſtries, and the Law prepared men thirry 
years for the ſacred ſervice ; and the blelled Jelus,the Preach- 
crof Rightcoulnels, entred nor untill the thurtierh year of his 
3 Age 
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Aze upon the great work of Miniſtry: ſo my Biſhops, kzowing 
how to behave themſelves in the work of God, which is the Church 
of the living God, the jillar and ground of truth, took heed to 
themſelves and the flocks over which the holy Ghoſt had made 
them overſeers, rhat they laid hands ſuddentyon no man, ncither 
were partakers of other mens ſins, but keep themſetves pure, ta- 
king care that men be firit proved, and then ule the Office of 2 
Deacon, being tound blameclcis; and then when they had u- 
ied rhe Office of a Deacon wel,and purchaſed to themſelves a good 
degree of a Prie;%.or Biſhop, then they took care that they ſhould be 
blameteſs, vigilant, ſober. of good behaviour, given to hoſpatality, 
apt to teach : not Novices , tit being hifted up with pride, 
they fall into the condemnation of the Devil. Moreover they 
rook carc thev might have a good report of them that are with- 

ut, tet they fall to reproach and condemnation of the Devil. But 
now lz1ce the looſeneſs of theſc late times, there are admined 
to the Prieſthood of the nceanef of the people, ' who are not the 
{ons of Levi:as in Feroboam'”s days,every one that will,is made 
a Pricſt, that he may have bread to eat. T hoſe Pulpits thas 
were filled with” ancient Fathers, arc now Desks for young 
chil:ircn : thoſe ſolemn Afgemblics that were rapt up intothe 
third Hcaven with pious Sermons and devout Prayers , hear 


the late pedantique Herangues and juvenile Orations with 


icorn and Jaughter : thoſe people thar thronged to hear the 
wiidom of God delivered in the demonſtration of the Spirit 


and with power . are quite wcaryv of that true foo/.fneſs of 
Y 5 n [ ] 


Preaching, that conſiſts only in thechildiſh wiſdom of words, 

and in the trifting enticing words of mans wiſdom, I had reyc- 
rend men that ſhewed themſelves a pattern of good works, in 
D-trine ſhewing uncorraptneſs, gravity, ſincerity, ſound ſpeech 
that cannct be condemned ; that they that were of T he contra- 
ry party were aſhamed, having no cvil to ſay of them, when 
1 ordained Elders in every City. T had men Llemel ſs, 
fobrr, jut, holy, temperate ; whoſe judgements were 
feted, whoſe pallions were a/layed , whofe affeftions 
were compoſed, whoſe adttions were adviſed, and* con- 
veriation exact and uniforme : ſince, every onedid what was 
oo1 in his own eyes. My voung Miniſters have bcen un- 

Rable in all their ways, unſetled in their minds, raſh intheir 
undertaking, imprudent-in thgir carriage, weak in their - 
courſes 
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courles, unexpericnced in their behaviour, not eycn, orderly 
an:! {tayed in their convertation 3 ro the grict of good mer, 
wao elteem ail Miniſters very highly in love fortheir works 
lake ; rothe joy ot thole cvil men that have ill-will tor Sn, 
wiyc:y Aha, aha, ſo would we have it. O young men, who 
requrech theſe things at your hands ? Why do you run betcre 
I ain willing to ſend you 2 O how dare you take z/ 15 Office 117- 
p. you, until you are called with jolemn preparation, as was 
44ri ? Arenort you atraid ( now you have newly paticdthe 

4ements of Philoſophy, and the firſt principles of Nature ) 
to iook into thoſe myiteries which the Angels delire to look 
11to,to (carch into that knowledge which patlech knowledge? 
Arc not you atraid to aſcend that pulpit whitherLutherfaid he 
never aicendc.i(though very aged)withourfearand trembling; 
are not you atraid to undertake that dreadfil worktrom which 
the Prophets fled, the Fathers avoided, the Primitive Paſtors 
trembled ar ; Do you know what you do, when you under- 
take to be Embaſladors in Chriſts ſtead, to bring back the 
world to God, to be Co-workers with God in the falvation 
of touls, to be Angels of the Church, to be as Stars in Goc's 
right hand, to be Stewards of the Myſterics of God, to watch 
for precious fouls as they that muſt give an account > 
How can you govern others, who cannot govern your 
ſelves > What power have youover others, who have hard- 
ly any power over your {elves 2 What cſteem can you find 
among them, who will naturally difpilc your youth : Did not 
Philoſophy think you fit (O young men) to hear Morals,aud 
ſhall Divinity admit youto read divine Leftures > How can 
you in the heat of youth, jn the vigour of your luſis, appcaz 
in the world perſwading men to mortific their luſts, ro criu- 
cifhe the fleſh with the atieftipns and Bs 2. Wich what hepc 
can you endeayour to compole-the woxld to.that great Rule, 
ro which you cannor compoſe your {elves * How will you 
behave your ſelyesas guides among perſans whole years and 
experience are {o much beyond yours: How unpcrtinent- 
ly will you conyerſc, row weakly will you diſcourſe, hcw im- 
pxudently will you deal 7 hoy contempribly will you live a- 
mong a. ſtaid and diſcreet pecple, witer then you in thcir 

crations 2? 
-* The goodaek of God having turniſhed man wich two 
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& chic Inſtruments ( ſaith an incomparable man ) both ne- 
« ceſſaty for this life, hands to exercile, and a mind to deviſe 
« orvat things; the ouc is no profitable longer then the vi- 
& g0ur of youth doth ſtrengthen it,nor the orher greatly ti! 
&« ac and expcrience have brought it to perteRtion, 
SECT. 2, 
Of Debanched Men ordained, 1599. 

CO)! T, am I, as Juhan blaiphemed, rhe ſanfAtuary of all pro- 

phanene's? Am la retuge tor all licentiouineſs > Whont 
a {trict Colicdge cxpels, whom the ſevere Univerſity dil- 
countcnanceth, whom civil yen note with a mark of hatred 
and abhorrence, muſt I admit to my ſacred Order, and ho- 
nour with my molt ſolemn Miniftrations z My care is, that 
cach Miniſter ſhould be of an holy and unblameable conver ſati- 
on : What have thelc poor creatures to do tota ke Gods word 
held forth by me in their mouths, ſeeing they hate to be rc- 
formed 2 O my rcycrcnd Sons, what, do you bring a man 
ro teach the world a God and his ſervice, Who is without God 
in the Worlt : What, do you ſend them to [peak of thar 
God who is not in all their thonghts ? Why arethey cmploy- 


| ed to propogate the knowledge of God, who delire rhat the 


knowledge of the holy One may ccale tromrthem 2 To what 
purpole dothey preach an holy Like.who neycrintend to live 
it? Why do they put thoſe poor fouls to pray for thole in 
of God, which they do not defire > to read that Bible which 
they do not belicve, ro bind thoſe heavy burthens upon the 
p-ople,which they cthemſelyes do nor intend to bear? to teach 
that on the Sabbath demurely, which they will contradict 
throughout the Week profanely Is there any need of autho- 
rizing publick patterns of impicty 2 Do you intend to deſtroy 
what ye have built 2 I know you not. Why then do you lend 
lewd Miniſters to teach men by an evil example that pro- 
phaneneſs which I haveendcavoured to reform by my good 
inſtrutions2 Wo is me, that I ſce thoſe within me running 
to all exceſs of riot, who are imployed to teach a pure Relig!- 
on, and undefiled before God. You, Oreyerend Fathers, 
taught mento deny all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts,and live 
ſoberly,juſtly and godly in this preſent world ; and will you 
ſuffer men to go from among you, to teach all ungodlineſs 
and worldly luſts? O alas! one man a Divine and a —oik 
ac 
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What, conſecrated to &o0d, and deyoted to fin! An abomi- 
nation 1a the holy place! —— © Behold, thouart called a 
* Maniſter,and reſteſt 'n the Law, and maketit chy boaſt ot 
* God, and knowelt his wiil, aud 2pproycit the things that 
© arc more cxccllcnt, , being iniirufted om of the | aw ; and 
© aft confident that thou thy iclt art a Guide to the blind, a 
© light rothem which are in darkneſs, an Inftruter of the 
&« fooliſh, a T cacher of babcs, which halt the torm of know- 
© ledge and of the truth of the Law,thou theretorerhat teach- 
© cſt another, tcacheit thou not thy ſ(elt > rhou that preacheſt 
* a man ſhould notſtcal, doſt chou iteal> thou that ſayeſt a 
* man ſhould not commir adultery, doſt thoucommir adul- 
© tery? thou that abhorreſt Idols,doltrhou commirSacriledge? 
* thou that makeſt thy boalt of the Law, tixrough beeaking 
* the Law diſhonoureſt thou God 2 for the Name of God 1s 
&* blatphemed among the people through you. 
SECT. J 
Of Unlearned Men Ordained. 

Am aſhamed that that ignorance which formerly found 

referment, ſhould now tind orders too ; and that I ſhould 
ſertic them legally in that calling, whereuntoI alwayes ſaid 
they had illegally intruded themlelyes. Ir was roo much 
to {uffer that daring ignorance to V/urp rhe ſacred Office, 
much more to conlecratc ir to it. The late Miſcarriages 
want nothing to compleat them, but to be hallowed. T he 
Carholick Church never cntertataed a Minil:ry but what was 
qualified either with extraordinary vitcs trom above, or with 
humane learning trom below : by which the mind being in- 
ftrutted and improved in all the riches of wiſdom and know- 
ledge, which are part of the glory and image of Cod in mary 
by . 6 learning all cruths areclearly untolded. How do you 
think poor ſouls can clear divine truths, lying hid in the 
depth, darkneſs and ambiguity of Original words, withour 
$kill in Languages How can they attain the genuine and em- 
phartick bak of the Word of God without skill in the Origi- 
nal words and phraſes? How can they maintain the truths [ 
havecſtabliſhed ,and confure the crrours I have condemned » 
How can they derctt the fallacies with which my poor people 
are deluded, and convince the gain-fayers with which 1am 
troubled, and diſcoycr thoſe ſophiſms in which poor ſouls 
- Dc wrap 
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wrap themſelyes, darkring wiſdom with words without under- 
fanding, without thearrt of ſound reaſoning » How can they 
convey the holy truths they are furniſhed with to others, with- 
out an holy Eloquence, a ſacred Perſwaſion and Rhetorick, 
which may commend them to mens minds,and enforce them 
upon their hearts? how can they (atisfie rhemlelyes and 0- 
thersin the Controverlics of this Age, without the Obſerya- 
tions, Hiſtorics and Cuſtoms of former Ages; and ſtanding 
in the ways, and asking tor the old, which 1s the good way, 
and walk therein, to find reft tor their ſouls? 

How is it pothble for thoſe poor creatures to underſtand 
ſuudry patlages of Scripture, depending upon propriety of 
words & Idioms,or upon theCuſtoms,Rites,Proverbs,Forms, 
Uiſages Laws, Offices and Antiquitics of the Aflyrian,Pertian, 
Greek and Roman Governments, without a competent por- 
tion of humane Learning > My Religion was as the Kings 
Daughter, all glorious within; attended on by Arts and Sct- 
ences, thole Handmaids who cloathed her with garments 
wrought with ncedle-work of divers colours, embroidering 
her with pathetick Elegancics, with folid Eloquence and O- 
rations, with Sublimity and Gravity, with Method and A- 
cuteneſs, with.excellent Morals, and uſctul Obſeryarions of a 
very ſober ſenſe. But now, alas, it's expoſed to a prophane 
world, with the ridiculous unpertinencies and fooliſh adven- 
rures of men zealous, burnot according to knowledge. What 
empty diſcourſes do 1hear > whar incoherent Notions do I 
read ? what vain trifles am I troubled with > what pilfering 
learned mens works do I endure? O what abundance of 
things ſhould a Miniſter underſtand!O what a great defett is it 
ro be ignorant of them ! O how much dowe miſs a compe- 
tent Knowledge in ordinary Miniſters, 1. To fatisfie them- 
{celyesand othersexaCtly inthe true and original wil! of God. 
2. Tocxplain andunfould the words in which Gods willis 0+ 
riginally expretſed,and to endeayour by allmeans aright no- 
tion and conception of them, asthey are ro be underſtood in 
theScripture. 3. To ſhew cxaCtly what are thoſe ſaving truths.. 
which are naturally contained in thoſe words fo explained. 
4. To confirm thole truths ſo drawn our of the Scripture, by* 
{uch evideat Arguments and powerful Reaſons as may cita- 
bliſh che true believer, and. convince the Gainſayer: 5.- To 
prels.cholc truchs {9 madg manifeſt upga men with that pow- 
cr, 
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cr that they may have their proper influence and efficacy up- 
on mens hearts and lives. 'T he honeſt men that are induſtri- 
ous, I would willingly encourage, provided they have(what 
I wiſhed always, and ſhall now cxpett in all my Prieſis ard 
Deacons) ſolidity, gravity,modeſty,picty,and ſome favour of 
Learning, joyned with iumility and zeal, with humarity ; 
fome methods of intelligible Reaſon, and profitable Scriprure- 
Divinity. ——The Law was publ:iined by Moſes, learned in 
all the Learning of the Egyptians: The Goſpel was propa - 
gated by Sr. Paul, bred up at the feet of Gamate!, in all the 
varietics of Heatheniſh and Jewiſh knowledge 2 the Primi- 
tive Fathers ( as Clemens Alex. Euſeb. Tertul. St. Aug. St. Am- 
broſe Min. Fel. Lattant. and others) maintained the Faith ſo 
propogared, by their compreheaſive Learning. T herctorc 

have taken care that none ſhould be admitted to Orders, 
but they who are approved by ſober and wile men, as who 
have given themſelves wholly to theſe things ; that their profi- 
ting may appear untoall as menof whomthere is ſome hope, 
becaulc of their promptneſs of wit, quicknels of conceir, fa(t- 
nels of memory, clearnels ot underſtanding,ſoundnels of judg- 
meat, and readineſs of ſpeech; that they may in time, by art, 
induſtry, experience and obſervation, become skiltul Lin- 

guiſts , tubtile Diſputants, copious Orators, exatt Cririgues 
comprehenſive Hiſtorians, protound Divines, and powerful 
-Preachers ; that throughout the three KingdomsI may have 
thoſe that may. ſettle the people rightly, in{truct the ignorant 
clearly, ſatisfie the doubctul tully, mect with the ſeducers $kil- 
fully, and promote piery and peace ſuccesfully. As the times 
now are, wherein Ln aboundeth even unto wanton- 
nefle, and wherein the world is full of Queſtions, Contro- 
yerlies, Noveltics and Niceties in Religion , and whercin 
.moſt of our Gentry and pcople are(by the advantage of long 
peace, andthe cuſtoms of modern Education, cozcther with 
a mulrieude of Engliſh Books ) are able co look through the 
ignorance of a Clergy-man, and cenſure ir, if he be tripping 
in any point of Hiſtory, Colmography, Moral or Natural 
Philoſophy, Divinity or the Arts; yea, and to chaſtiſe his 
very method and phraſe, it he ſpeaks loſely or impertinent- 
ly,cor but improperly. I, as theſe rimesare, muſt not admir 
any Clergy-men without a —_— of Learning ; as who 
2 ny 
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may endeavour by their prayers, care and induſtry to im- 
prove the Learning they have, ſo as they may be able upon 
good occafion to impatrt a ipiritual gitt ro the people of God, 
whereby they may be eſtabliſhed, and ro ſpeak with ftich un- 
derſtanding, ſufficiency and pertinency,in tome good meaſure 
of proportion to the quicknels and ripenels of thele preſent 
times ſhewingin their Doctrine uncorruptneſs, gravity, ſin- 
cerity, ſound ſpeech which cannot be condemned ; that they which 
are of the contrary jarty may be aſhamea having no evil to ſay of 
them. I, whole Clergy protcticd to uſc, and prayed to God 


10 bleſs their long Preparative Studies, Meditations, Writing 


Readings, habitually ro fit them for that dreadful work,an 

for every actual diſcharge ot it ; Iam aſhamed of thoſe poor 
Smartterers, who have gathered a few raw and indigeſted 
Notions, cither by ſuperficial reading of the Scriptures, or by 
hearing ſome Sermons or bv glcaning a little here and there 
from the plaincſt Writings, ( without any Critical, Hiſtori- 
cal, or Polemical Learning ) who are fit implements to 
bring in ſuch ignorance, irreverence, Arheiſm, Supcrſtition 
and Confuſion, as ſhall quite put our the Chriſtian and re- 
formed Religion in this Nation, ( reducing all to the ancient 
darknels, looten2's and barbarouſneſs ) which hath bcen eſta- 
bliſhed by perſons of real abilities, of goo! Learning, {eund 
knowledge, ſober Judgemeats, orderly Method, grave Urte- 
rance, and weighty Eloquence ; whichall wile and lober Chri- 


-ftians expect thould appear in every true Miniſter of the 
. Church of Chriit, in ſuch a competent meaſure and evident 


manner, as they may be able comfortablyto diſcern them and 
uſefully to enjoy them. IT am aſhamed to ſec a Roll of four 
nundred and fxand twenty I radeimen, who, 1. out ofde- 


Haltory reitleln-is, 2. out 'of covetouſnels and ambition, J. 


our of ſullennels and diſcontent, 4. out of pride and envy, ha» 
ving intruded in former years into the ſacred Calling of a Mi- 
niſter, are now orained to it. Tam aſhamed that my Aurho- 
rity ſhould conſ:crate their Extravagancies 3 and that what I 
looked upon as te miſery of late rimes, ſhould be a/owed in 
this; that I ſhould countenance vain men that run from that 


Calling wherein they are called, and uſurp the Office, Ho- 


wour and Anthority of that cred Pricſthood and Evangeli- 
cal Miniſtry, inſtituted by the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as ay of 
od 
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God the Father; a miſchict that greatly threatnerhehe Church 
and State, Faith and good Manners, all things Civil as well 
asSacred. O what wile and honeſt-hcartced Proteſiant(thar 
hath any care of Poſtcriry, - or proſpett tor the future ) finds 
not a lad dilpondency, with an hoiy impatience ariſing in his 
foul, while he ſeeth to many weak ſhoulders, {uch unwaſhen 
hands,ſuch unprepared fcer,fuch raſh heads,fuch: empry ſouls, 
publickly intruding themiclves upon all holy Durics, all ſa- 
cred Offices, all folewn Myſtcrics, all divine Miniftrations, 
with equal inſolericy and inlufficiency, bcing tor the molt part 
ſo. much the more impudent, by how much they are gzgtly 
ignorant z in whom you cannot diſcern any either rationalor 
religious, ordcrly or honeſt expreſſions in any degree propor- 
tionable to what was obſervable in my moſt ſolid Miniſters, 
my moſt acute Schollars, and molt protound Divines, who 
have;becn hitherto my. ſapport and Ornament. Certainly 
(Reverend Fathers) vou will nog ſo debaſe and undervaluc 
the Evangelical Offices of Chriſt, as to admit every ſelf flat- 
tcrer and Obtruder preſently to officiate, without any duc 
examination or approbation from thotc with whom that 
commilſion and power hath. been cycr depoſited in a regu- 
lar and viſible fuccethon from Chriſt, the great -xamplar or 
Original : although (duly conſidering the diverlitics of gifts 
from the ſameS$pirit ) you are not to exclude any modeſt, 
perſon though of mcaner parts and lels improved education 
(ifhe br of ingenious education, of piousaticCtions,and anor- 
derly Jife ). from a-place in Chriſts Miniſtry, where one may 
ſow, another may recap, according tothe {cycral diſpcniations 
and gifts of the ſame God, who worketh all in all. 


3 ECT. 4 | 
The Church of England's reſentment of the thirteen hundred for- 
ty and two fattious Miniſters that have been Lately ordained. 
Y Er I will juſtifie you ( O ye my revcrend Sons) in this, 
that though you were (urprized to ordain young men, 
yet you hoped that ycars might improve them ; and detauch- 
ed, yet you may hope that Diſcipline may reform them; and 
unlearned men, yet you may hope that time ( with Gods 
bleſſing upon their private induſtry and ſtudious piety .) may 
infruth them ; but I cannot with patience ſee your hands Jaid 
upon their hcads ſoludde: pi for their Qrdination, who lay 
thei; 
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their hands lately upon you for your'raine. O that mine 
head were waters, that mine eyes were a fountain of Tears, 
ro weep tor the mhappinels of the daughter of my-pcople 
that mult needs unadviſedly authorize men principled againſt 
irs Government, prejudiced againſt irs Order , prepoſlefled 
againſt its Liturgy, and privately praCtiling againlt its peace 
and happineſs! In vain doth Authority ſilence your old ad- 
verſaries, it you conſecrate new ones : in vain do they fup- 
preſs the former race of Non-conformifts, it you raiſe up'a new 
Generation, # ſeed of evi/ doers, children that are corrupters. 
——-S$hall we perpetuate our miſeries, and keep up our un- 
happineſs? Muſt a fad race of Dijlenters run paralel with the 
Orthodox ſucceſſion to the end of the world 2 whereby I muſt 
languiſh and dic, my retormed Religion mnſt decay, my pi- 
ery and charity mult be 'weakned , and my Authority and 
diſcipline languiſh. What eye will-piry me, when I haye 
raiſed thoſe men that ſhall ruine me, when TI have commitli- 
'oned thoſe men tharſhall oppoſe me, and given them an op- 
portunity'for popular applauſe who ſhall uſe it againſt me 2 
without my leave no Ordination; no Ordinarion,nopretence 
to preach ; no preaching, no publick opportunity to ſeduee 
whole multitudes againſt Doctrine and Diſcipline, againſt 
Order and Government. My ſafety ''5 now in mine own 
hands : If I take care whom prefer, I need not care whom 
Imay fear: IfTcaretully chuſe my Miniſters, I need not offen- 
fively fi:fpend them: If I took care whom ordained, Imight 
without any noiſe putan end to all my trouble : Mortahry 
would ftlence thoſe! Minifters that now diſturb my peace,and 
my carc may prevent any more. How ominoully do {ome 
men diſcouric ? how popularly do they endeavour to preach? 
what dangerous intimations dothey make? how untowardly 
do they confirm? how auckwardly do they uſe my Ceremo- 
nics ?and read my Liturgy 2 when I conſider the general-ap- 
probation and ſubmiſſion to my Government and Diſcipline 
before the Wars,by all the Clergy & Layty of theleKingdoms; 
and withal, remember how contrary to true Learning and 
honeſt Integrity, as if they underſtood not what they did , Or 
that they did conform contrary to their conſcience, contra- 
ry:o their former oaths and practiſes, againſt their obedi- 
ence'ro the Laws iy being before the pojnts in —_— 
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had any free and impartial Jeers. theſe men cryed down 
rhe eſtabliſhed Governmentand Religion, and approved and 
encouraged the violent and molt illegal Extravagancies,tend- 
ing ro the utter ruine of Religion and Government. 

| ter I muſt conftefle that moſt of all ſides who have 
rhought or done amifle, have done fo not out of malice or 
wilfulneſs. but our of miſ-intormation or mi{ apprehenſion 
of things : and therefore I cnaritably rhink none will be 
more fairhtul then thoſe perlons who upon marure delibera- 
tion being made ſenſible of their errours, do tec] in their 
hearts moſt yehement motives of repentance,and carneſt dc- 
fires ro make {ome reparations for former detefts. Yerſuch 
ſincere Convertsarethey, who are not {o much frighted with 
the fudden miſcarriages, as convinced of the continued cr- 
rour of their ways ;; who are rather per{waded by the truth 
and.reaſon I always urged, then awed by the authority and 

wer I now enjoy,and ſo are not blindly carried on by that 

rovidence that advanceth me now, as it did, and may. again 
overturn me 3 but are rationally wrought upon by: the preg- 
rant evidence of rhe Word, the clear praftice of the Catho- 
lick Church, the beſt Comment upon that VWord,. and the 
irreliltable ſtrength of Reaſon fur Order and gbgdicnce, upon 
which T was alnaycs Eſtabliſhed, which they have not rathly 
complyecd. with,' untill they had examincd all Allegations 
impartially, ſurveyed the merit of the Cauſe leaſurely, wait- 
ed upon God by prayer humbly, ſearched the will of God 
and the conſtant practiſe of goon mon diligently and fincere- 
ly, converled with good and knowing men proficably and (a- 
tisfactorily, and denyed themſelves in.all worldly relpefts 
moſt Chriſtianly. he Lapſed were nprt formerly admitted 
ro the communion of Chriſtians, much leſsro the honour of 
Miniſters, without that diſcreet delay wherein they might 
have time to ſatisfie rhemſclves in the rea/on, and others in 
the ſincerity of their repentance and converſion, With that. 
caution, was the Jewith Proſelyre received to the ſynagogue 2 
with what care ought a Chriſtian be broughr to the Pulpir? 
Dothey ſerve God'in this compliance, or do they ſerve the 
tirne? If they ſerve God, he wasthe ſame as yeſterday, foro 
day, and for eyer. Do they ſerve the times 2 God forbid 
that they who teach. a Religion. whoſe interelt s 1n 2ambet 

ok wor 
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world, ſhould yer own no more Religion then may condiſt 
with heir intereſt in this, Alas,(lay poor fouls, diſtrafted with 
atrcrarions of times and men, to their unconſtant Miniſters ) 
is this way lawful, you {ubmir to © why then did you declare 
it fuperſtitiovs, Popiſh, and incollerable chele rwenty years, 
betore God, Angels, and Men : Is'it unlawtul 2 why do you 
practiſe it now 2 was it againſt your Conlciences all che while 
It was diſcountenanced, ard is it agreeable ro y_ Conſci- 
ences now it is upon a {udden countenanced 7 Oh haye you 
perſyaded us theſe rewenty years to vencure Liyes and Eſtates 
againft rhoie things you now allow and practiſe 2 Is it for this 
you prayed 2 I it tor this we fought? is this the iſſue of allour 
blood and treaſure: &c, Ohir's a fad thing to ſee men in the 
ſame Desk reading Common-prayer in a Surplice,where they 
preactrd againſt both Common-prayer and {urplice., Oh it's 
a fad thing roſce men build-up-in a.day,that which they have 


deſtroyed theſe rwenry years.” It's intolerable ro {ce men keep- 


their places by Conformity, which they gained by Non-con- 
formity ; when they turned out honeſt men by crying down 
my Goyernmentand Worſhip, now they keep them out by 


compliance with my Government and Worſhip, Alas, to 


ſee men Presbyterian in the beginning of the War, -Indepen- 


dent in the end of it, and now Epiſcopal. Where-ſhall-we- 
ſtop'? Where we arenow, we know ; where we ſhall bea. 


year hence, God knoweth. Alas, is a good Living the only 
Creed men haye 2 and Preterment their only Confclhon of 
Faith > It was a miracle that St. Peter could convert three 
thouſand at one Sermon, Ir's nothing now that his Majeſty 
hath canyerted teri thouſand Miniſters with one. glance of 
his eye. Ah, bleſſed Hammond, thou didſt write rationally; 
excellent Gauden, thou didſt perſwade powerfully ; deyourt 
Taylor, thou didft urge patherically : honeſt Nichoſon, thou 
didſt anſwer fatisfaftorily : ſolid Sanderſon thou didit ſtate 
dearly: holy Uſher and Ha/!, you did offer moderately,hcar- 
tily and learnedly. —— But who O ye worthies! believed 


your report > who would hear you ? who was convinced. by , 


you? The King is reſtored, I flouriſh, and diſpoſe of all Pre- 


terments, and my Converts are innumerable. Well, I have 
bur two'Wiſhes ; the firſt is, That all who are gone aſtray - 


may be reclaimed tothe way of wb, 1; the {eegnd is, Thar 
: = 
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all who are reclaimed, may be reclaimed from mature de- 
| liberation, and a ſerious contideration of all that can be al- 
[| leaged on all hands, trying a// things and upon good grounds 
holding faſt that which is good, Give me the men who contorm 
Bf upon the conſcience of my principles, and not upon the 
; proſperity of myCauſe——who can neglett the molt tucce!s. 


tul errour, and own the moſt aftlifted truth ; who are {ct- 
led my principles which are couſtant, and not upon 
upon my preterments which are uncertain. Is itthe Kings 
Majcities favour they depend upon 2 he may fail. I it the 
Church. Government they depend upon 2 that may fail, Is ir 
Church-encouragement they itick ro? that may fail. Is it the 
antient Truth and Faith they comply with ? that hath never 
failed , and that will never fail. Give me Miniſters who as 
they preach, ſo live upon the things which arenotſcen, and 
not the things which are ſeen ; the things which are ſeen arc 
temporal, the things which arcnot ſeen are eterna/. 
And muſt TI have a Samaritan of Religion 2 ſerve the true 
God in the Temple, and the Calves at Bethe/2 Mult Thave 
| a ſound form of words in the Desk, andan extempory cftulton 
| inthe Pulpit 2 muſt I have the fame man read Epiſcopally to 
walls, and preach faCtiouſly to a throng 2 ule the Ceremonics, 
and fay tro his confidents, they are @ burden to him ? ule the Mr. H. 
Surplice, yer willing to give offence? uſethe Croſle in Bap- J's Mt. 
tiſm, yet ſay, I wiſh it were forborn ? Well, I ſhallnevertor- ** on 
get the words of a wiſeand judicious Father, now with God: 
«© They themſelves ( meaning the Non-conformil!s ) wher 
6 time was ſeemed to be, and it they diflembled not, which. 
v 4 © weare unwilling to believe, were indeed reaſonable wel at- 
© fetted: for they fubeined to Government, wed the Lyturgie, 
* and obſcryed the Ceremonies appointed according to Law 
* and order: and gave their own profeſſed aj probation of the 
* ſame as well by expreſs words trom their mouths, as by /46- 
© /cription under their hands, yetremaining upon record: what 
| * hath wrought this change in them, ( evidence of reaſon, or 
worldly interef ) and how far it hath wrought upon them 
E (in reality, or but in compliance) and in what order too, 
* (by immediate aſſault upon their judgement, or by dealing 
© underhand firſt with their affettion) them(elves do or ſhould 
© beſt know. Ir highly concerneth them. as much as the peave 
© of their conſcience are worth, ( and much more then {o)to be 
: We! 
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© well aſſured that their he, arc upright in this affair? and 
« in order thercunto, not to content themſelves with flight 
* and overly cxamination,( there is more wickednels and de- 
« deccitfulnels in the hearrs of a/! men,gcthen mot men arc aware 
© of ) bur to make the more diligent, diſtrict and imparrial 
©{carch pothiblein the true Cauſes and Motives of this Change; 
&*« (and for {o much as fears and hopcs have been cver tound 
© the fitteſt engines to work (uch tears )' ro enquire particu+ 
©* larly what influence or oppcration cither the fear of loo- 
© {ing what they bad, or the hope of getting more might 
© haye.in this work rowards the producing {uch an cficct. Ir 
will beſt become others to judge as charitably as they may ; 
but doubtlcfle it will be fatett tor them tobe yery jzalous oyer 
themſelves, leſt ſo great aChange could not have been wrought 
in /o ſhort a ſpace, without a ſtrong infution of the one, or of 
the other, or both, into the Medicine that wrought it; elpc- 
cially ſince the conjunCture of time wherein this change hap- 
pened, may yery probably. railc ſome {uſpirion that a viſible 
hope and advantage had lome co-operation at the left with 
whatlozyer was the principal caule of this fo {uddcn an altc- 
ration. It not (o, nor ſo,but that they find rhemlelyes clearly 
convinced in their judg:ments of their former errour, and 
that they arefully periwaded that they arc now in a better 
way then that wherein they formerly walked, it is happy for 
them, and I doubt not but that they will find matter of rc- 
joycing in it if they be not miſtaken (a thing not impoſſible) 
in the tryal of their own hcarts. O that I had men that in 
the change of times were unchangeable in their mind and c- 
pinion, and to hold to their former and well grounded Prin- 
Ciple, lo long as they can ncither apprehend any realon of 
ſufficient ſtrength ro conyince their underſtandings that they 
arc in the wrong, or to manifeſt unto them the necethity of 
making ſuch a change, 
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CH AP. II. 
The Church of England's reſentment of ſcandalons Profanene ſs. 
'0) you, my Sens, why do you theſethings > for I hear of 
your evil dealings by all this people. Oh, Si1s, my God 
aboye looks upon you, and is provoked , the bleſied Angel 
| ce 
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{ce you their fellow-ſetvants, (tor 2M area ſpectacle to God & 
Angels\8& are grieved; wicked men oblcrve you,8 blaſpheme 
God,good men behold you,&arcaſtamed.1s1t tor this that you 
arc delivered, that you may work wickedneſs» Hath God pu- 
nithed you, and will you yet ſta moreand more ? Will nor 
twelve years (utterings rctorm you 2 will not twenty ycars rc» 
proachesawake you?will not miracles of judgement deter you 
from evil > will not miracles of mercy oblige you to good #2 
Oh, deſpiſe you the riches of Gods goodneſs towards you, not 
knowlng that the goodneſs of God thould lead you to reper- 
twice # Put after your hardncls and unpenitency of hearr, will 
you trealure up more wrath againſt another day of wrath 2 Is 
this the return you make to a gracious God,to diſhonour bim? 
I this your kindncf{c to me, to undee me 2 I this you gra- 
ritude tor the publick favours of King and Parliament, to be 
utterly unworthy 2 Religion hath honoured you. with a 
high Call ng 5 you bctray it : your Prince vouchlated you 
Royal Favours; you ſhame him z honeſt people attord you 
their pity aad compatlion ; you deceive them. Isthis your 
Kkindnels to your fricnds 2 


I ſaw indeed the late ſcandalous Centuries, but I neglet- 
ed rhcm as flanders and calumnics : I heard the late com- 
plaints and outcrics, bur {lighted them as I do envy, malice 
and hatrcd.Dreadful chings weredaily ſugecſte.! againſt you ; 
great things were daily offered for you : the Faction reviled, 
the Orthodox maintained you: ſober men writ for vou; kut 
now you confutc them : holy men excuſed you, but you con- 
tradict them : good and great men ſpoke tor you 3 but who 
will now believe them : Muſt you needs juſtifie Malice ir 
ſelf Muſt you nceds juſtifie what Uncharitablencſs it (e!fdurſt 
not ſuggeſt againit you> Do you hear what thev fay , 
There,there, go y)ur Minifters2 If you hcar not what they 
ſay, ſce what vou are: You arc the {alt of the carth ; it the 
jalt now loolſc its favour, wherewith ſhall ir be ſalted > it i; 
thenceforth good for nothing but to be caf ot, and to be trod-. 
den under foot of men. You are the ſalt ; ver, how unia- 
voury 2 you: ate the light of the world, and do vou walk as 
children of light : arc vou burning, arc you ſhinins Lgbts 2 
Oh vour carclcſneſs, Oh your indiflerency in matter of Re- 
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ligion ! Oh how _—_ you dothe work of the Lord, 
while you know God is ſerious in the Word he ipeaks, in the 
pI——_ he aflits , inthe Mercies he beſtows ! when you 

now Chriſt is ſerious in redeeming ſouls, the holy Spirit is (e- 
rious in ſanCtifying them,theDevil is ſerious in undomg them; 
the whole Creation is ſerious round about you. How you 
Trifle with immortal ſouls ! how you play with the grcar 
and terrible work of the Miniſtry ! how tormally you do 
pray ! how nnconcernedly you do preach! how yain and un- 
profitably do you difcourle ! how unevenly do you walk ! 
Whar, do you ſpeak for Erernity? do you preach for Immor- 
rality > Are you ſent of God > Are you here to fave ſouls 2 
and yet Gaho-like, care for none of thoſe things > Wo is me, to 
ſce you wath in the counſel of the ungodly, ſtand in the way of 
fmners, and ſit in the ſeat of the ſcornful ; whole delight ſhould 
be in the Law of the Lord, in whoſe law you ſhould meditate 
day and night ! What the ſame man laugh at Religion and 
preach it ! the ſame ſoul Droll upon ſerious Holineſs in com- 
pany, and yet urge it in the great Congregation ! Whar, 
Jo men to yertue in the Pulpit, and laugh men our of 
it inthe Parlour ! \Where is that ſcrious Holineſs that crown- 
ed, that folemn Gravity that adorned, that ſevere Vertue 
that advanced my ſober Miniſters, my ReverendPaſto! s,and 
holy men > Where is thy pious Spirit, devour HALL ! where 
isthy gracious Temper, excellent SHER! where is thy even 
and ſ[etled Frame, ſerious HAMMOND ! where is thy vertu- 
ous deportment, Famous MORTON ! where is thy rational, 
well-weighed, and ſtaycd ſoul, O vencrable S ANDERSON ! 
In Eng/and, as in Rama, there isa voice heard, lamentation 
and weeping, and great mourning ; I as Rachel weeping for 
my excellent children ; but they arenot. Wo is me for your 
Covetouſneſs, O ye my ſons, that you inſtruct men tor ano- 
ther world, vet Took not beyond this ; that you who are ſent 
ro teach men to /ve by faith, ſhould yet hve by ſenſe; that you 
whorteach faith the evidence of things not ſeen, ſhould yet cyc 
only the things which are ſeen. O ſhame ! ſe!f-denial is the 
great duty you enjoyn, ſe/f-ſeeking is the great {in you arc 
guilty of. Love not the world, is onc of the moſt remarkable 
Axiomes of our Religion; Love the world, is the conſiderableſt 


rule of your lives. Ihave coveted no mans ſilver or gold, _ 
che 
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the Apoſtle : Oh what ſay you 2 I ſeeknot yours, but you,ſaith 
he : I ſeeknot you but yours, ſaith you, Neither at any time uſed I 
a Hey covetouſneſs, God is my witneſs, ſaith the Apolltlc : 
Oh, what you have done, God and men are witne(s.Giveme 
the ſouls ( ſaith Abraham) take thou the goods: give us the goods 
ſay you) take you the ſouls. Is to live to Chrift in this ſenſe, thy 
gain ? is to die to him, thy advantage ? Alas ! Alas ! 

Oh your debauched courſes, ( you vileand ſordid fouls ) 
An holy Calling, and an unholy Lite ! Spiritual perſons,and 
yer live after the fſh! aclean Garment, and an unclean hearr! 
ſeryants of God , and yet (crvants of fn! reverend in your 
Fundtion, and yet ſhametully in your Lives! a Miniſter, and 
yet given to Wine / a Prieſt, and yet wanton! in holy Or- 
ders, and yet in riotous Diſorder! walk rp, gy and yer 
reel ! a man devcred to the Study and the Cloſer, in cham- 
bering and wantonneſs ! converſation in heaven, and in Ale- 
houſes and Taverns! ſtudy Ercrnity, and yet trifle away 


'time ! ſtand at the Communion of Saints, yet fir down inthe 


company of {corners ! Ohtheſe things ought not to be. 

Thus vile you are, and yet you are proxd ; thus diſhonouring 
your ſelyes, and yet ambitions, Learne of me ( (aid Chriſt) for 
I am meek and lowly: Look upon you, you are proud and 
Lordly. I made you Miniſters for the ſervice of ſouls, you 
advance your ſelves tobe Rulers. Itaught every ſou! of you 


to be ſubjet ; youare impatientof {ubjection. Humility and 


meekneſs was the glory of my Miniſters; haughrineſs and 
pride is your ſhame. Were you raiſed by the favour of God 
and men lately, tobe high now 2 God romembred, and man 
pitied you in your low eſtae; God will remember, and man 
will puniſh you in your ugh eſtate. You humbled your 
ſelves, and you were exalted ; you cxalr your ſelves, and you 
may be made 1ow. Oh the pride that compoſeth your Ser- 
mons, that contrives your deſigns, that fills your thoughts 
that Comet your countenances, that putreth the Accents an 
Emphaſis —_— Words, that ordercth your Habir, model- 
lth your Geſtures; that makes you aim at your (elves inall 
you do, and forget God; wien you ſhould aim at God and 
your ſelves. Shall Minifters that bring men to Heaven, 
live in pride, that caſt Angels to Hell : 
You are proud, poor ſouls, and yc muſt be contentions ro0: 
Am: 


Ambaſſadours of peace ye are, yet in ſtrife and enyy : you | 
proteisa Golpel ot peace, yet what emulation 2 what wrath 2 & 
Chriſt left peace among you when he went ro Heaven, ſhall 

he find peace when he returns from Heaven 2 Oh no : though 

Religion Obligerh you to peace, although diviſions have un- 

done us, although 1 ruth be almoſt loſt, che power of Godli- 

nels be decavQI-good men begrieved,] be endangered; though ' 
cnemics be encouraged, and Arheilm be promoted by your w-4 
unhappy difterenccs + ver {till you quarrel, ſtill you ditpure. 

Why do you {trive, i{cc1ng ve arebrethrena £ Have you not 

one God ? have you not one Faith: have you not one Bap- 

tim 2 have you not one Hope ? O why do you not keepthe | 
uniry of the Spirit in the bond of peace > why thele jealoutics, 
cheie tcars, thele diſtances, rhelc bitterneſles 7 I mark them 
which cauſe diviftions contrary to the truth and peace; I al- 
ways owned, and ſhall ayoid them. Biſhop Tſer propotcd 
what was modcratc, you hcarkened not; Biſhop Davenant 
writ pcaccablic, you rcad him not ; Biſhop Sanderſon oftered 
modeſtly, you regarded him not : many ſober men offered 
healing Principles agrccable to the Concelſions on all hands, ' 
yet they are ncgletted: God himſelt united you in your mile- 
ries, yet you dilagrce in your judgements ; he joined you in » 
iufterings, yer you divide your ſelves in his ſeryice. O tell it 

not inGar/, publith it not in Aske/on, that Miniſters of 

the Golpel diſagree among themſelves , and head and lead 2 
thcir pcople to diſagreements. Whar, ſhall a Miniſters live 

and not love: How do you Read:How 1s it written? Is it nor, 

Follow peace with all men as much as in you lieth,if it be poſſible: 

Do not vou read, do not you Preach thus > Oh why do you 

not live thus 2 Yca, there is utterlic a fault among you, that 

vou fall out with your Neighbours. Now thereisutterlic a 

tault among you, That you go to Law one with another, I ſpeak, 

this to your Fame, Why donot you rather ſuffer wrong ? why 

do not you ſuffer your ſelves to be defrauded £ How Preach you, 

how read vou,is it not, that ve refit not evil? and if anyman ſhall 

ſue thee at the Law, and take away thy coat, give him thy cloak. 


alta. Who is a wiſe man , and endued with knowledge among | 
,0u 2 Let him thew out of a good converſation his works [d 
*1h mceknels and wildoin : but it you have bitter envy- | 
93S aid ttritzs in yonr hearty, glorie not, and lie nar a- 
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gainſt che truch, This witlom Jecenderh not. from aboye 
bur is carthlie, ſenſual and deyillith ; for where cavying anc 
ſtrite is, there is contuſion and every evil work : bur the wiſ- 
dom which is trom above, is firit pure, and then peareable . 
g-ntl, eafie to be intreated, tull of mercic and good works, 
without partialitic, without hypocrilic : and the frat of righ- 
rteouſneſs is ſown in peace of them that make peace. 

Well, it you go on protcthng Religion inditterently, do- 
ing the work of God negligentlie ; 1t you carrie on only a 
torm of godlineſs hypocriticallic; it youlive wichout the grace 
of God within you prophanclic; it you live without the tcar 
of God betore you looſelic ; it you live without the love ot 
God uncharitablie; it you live againſt your protection ſhame- 
tully : ftarewel the moſt flouriſhing Church,tarewel Ordinan- 
ccs, farewel Miniſtry, farcwel Comforts, farewel Bletlings, 
farewcl our Gloric, farewel our God 3 and wo unto #5 when he 
is departed from us. 

Oh my Sons, hearken to this one Wiſh ; and Qh that it 
be not my laſt ! For Gods ſake, for our own fake, Tor 
my ſake, tor three Kingdoms ſake, tor our gracious Kings 
lake, for the lake of late Poſterity. 

TAKE HEED TO TOUR SELFES. 

1, That you want not that grace you oftcr others ; that 
when you ſave others, yourperith not as Caſt-aways your 
{clves,, Oh feel the power of that Religion you preach, and 
preach the power you tcel : Be whatyou per/wade others tobe. 

2. Take heed to your ſelves, and confider what manner oj 
men ye ought to be in all holy converlationand godlinels. 

J. Take ; to your ſelves, that you pull hot down with a 
wicked lite, what you bui!d up with an holy Doftrine. It 
there be no {uch thing as Religion, preach it not it chere be, 
ive it; if alooſe life may be alloweJ, do not preach againſt 
it: and if it may not be allowed, do notlive it ; be ner decet- 
ved and deccive not others. Do vou know the Judgemenr of 
God, thatall that commit ſuch things as vou do, arc worrny 
of death > then why do you do them > it not, why do you 
preach the other » Oh preach cxaly, and live exaCtly : as 
you think all the week now to peak upon Sunday, foreſo/v? 
upon Sunday how to live all the week. How curion{ke you 
preach ! O how carcleſlic you live / 
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4. Take heed to your ſelves, and walk wiſely towards them 
thatare without z that whereas they ſpeak evil of you, they 
may be aſhamed, conſidering the nature and end of your 
converiation. 

Oh rake heed to your ſelves: You have many eyes upon 
your infirmities ; you have many ſpectators of your falls, to 
tind to aggravate, and to publiſh them: God forbid that you 
ſhould do evil in the eyes of the whole world; the good part 
whereof watcheth on your Verrues, to imitate you : the 6 
vil part watcheth on your V ices, to traduce you; you are as 
lights upon a hill, O walk as in he light. 

Take heed to your ſelves. it not for others, yet for your awn 
immortal ſouls. Oh preach not of Heaven, and fall ſhort of 
it: Oh preach not of Hell, and fall into it 3 of grace and du- 
ty, and yet live without them. 

Oh take heed to your ſelves. Vigilant is your Temper, preat 
are your trials, many are your temprations much the 
ſition you will meet : for weighty is your work: you deſtroy 
the power of Satan : you engage the power of hell : Oh take 
heed to your ſelves. 

Oh take heed to your. ſelves. You have the ſame nature 
with others , but you commir not the like ſins with others 
the ſins chat dwell in you are th ſame with other mens, the 
{ins that are committed by you are greater then other mens : 
Oh watch then over your evil nature,take careof your great 
tranſgreſſions : 1. Againſt knowledge, willtullie : 2. Againſt 
your truth unfaithfully : 3. Againſt your pootellon by ri- 
tically : 4. Againſtothers yery oftenſivelic; againſt theho- 
nour of God and his wayes, very dangerouſlic ; who is blaf- 
phemed by the ignorant and ungodly through you. 

Take heed to your ſetves,that you may be bleſſed in your n- 
dertaking. Let your wayes pleaſe God, as you hope God will 
bleſs your wayes.—— lf not for your own, yet for other mens 
{onls ſake take heed ro your (elves: ſpeak from your hearts to 
their hearts: be not intangled by fin, that you may beable to 
ſpeak againſt ſin.Oh do as you preach,that the world may ſce 
you mean as you preach. 

Oh reverend Fathers, enjoyn my wholeſome Canons (e- 
verelic, viſit mens lives and carries cxaltly, overſee the 
flocks oyer which the holy Ghoſt haye made you overſeers, 
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carefullic : Pictic Religion that 1s a dying ; pittie. me that am 
decaying ; pittic your lelves that are again talling. Reform 
my Cl:rgy and you are {ate ; neglect them, and you perith : 
keep up the lite and practile of Religion, and that will keep 
you ; 1fthe power ot Religion be loſt, rhe profeilion of it will; 
vorc Calling will ta:!, your Order will fail; and God knows 
wiar ' U! be the end thereof : Iicar nothing but fm, ] want 
11G6Þ14g but true grace eminent in all my Miniſters, where- 
by they may pleale God, adorn the Goſpel, con ince Gain- 
ſaycrs, and rctorm the world. 


Have you notenjoined, That no Eccleaftical perſons ſhall Cats 75» 


at any time , other then for their honeſt neceſsities , reſort to 
any Taverns or Ale-houſes, neither ſhall they Bord or Lodge in 
any ſuch place ? Furthermore, they ſhall not give themſelves to 
any baſe or fervile labour, or to Drinking or BFaotting, ſpending 
the: time idly by day or night, playing at Dice,Cards or Tables, 
or ai:y other unlawful Game ;, but at all tinies convenient they 


{21 hear or read ſomewhat of the holy Scriptures , or ſhall occu- 


2y themſelves with ſome other honeſt Study or exerciſe, alwazes 
doing the things which at appertain to honeſty, and endeavour- 
ing to profit theChurch of God , having atwayes in mind that 
they ought toexcel all others in parity of life, and hould be ex- 
amples of the people to live well, and Chriſianly, under pain of 
Feelefraltical cenſures to be inflitted with ſeverity, according ts 
the qualities of their offences. 
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CHAP. IV. 
The Church of England's Complaint againſ* Unconſcienabe 

$1mony. 
N your other courſes, O ye my Sons, fcar of Authoritic 
may deter you, Conſciencemay check you, ſtrict Laws 
may reſtrain you, a ſeyere over-tight may reform you : in 
this ſtrange, in this fad miſcarriage of Symony, I have made 
Laws, yet you tranſgreflc thera : I have enacted, Ji of Q. 
E. 6. © That if any perſons, bodics Politick or Corporate, 
« &:/l or do at any time for any ſum of money, reward,gitt, 
* profit or bencfit, dircflie or indircEthic, or for or by rea- 
<& {on of any Promiſe, Grant, Bond, Covenant, or other a{- 
© furance of or jor any __ monie, reward, gitr, profit, 
| of 


3) 

* or benefit whatſoever, diretie; or indireCtlie, preſent cr 
** collate any perſon to any Benehice with cure of fouls, Dig- 
* nitric, Prebend, or Living Eccleſiaſtical ; or give or beſtow 
** the {ame for or in reſpctt of any ſuch corrupt cauſe or 
* conſideration ; that then cyery ſuch Preſentation, Colla- 
* tion, Gift, &c. ſhould be utterly yoid, and of none ettcct 
* in Law and that any perſon accepting of any Eccleſia- 
*- {tical promotion upon ſuch fordid accounts, ſhall be judg- 
* ed a dilabled perſon in Law to have or enjoy any Benefice, 
* Dignity, Prebend, or Living Eccleſiaſtical, Yer ſtill 
you truck tor Livings, you market for Benefices ; ſtill you 
buy. and {ell in the aple : this abomination is ſtil] forbid- 
den, and yer {ill allowed : my Cannons tic from it by an 
Oath, yer you venture. You {wear thus : 


], N. N. do ſwear that T1 have made no Simonical tay- 
ment, contratt or promiſe, diretty or indirettly, by my ſelf , or 


Can. 49. Ly aryother to my knowledge, or with my conſent, to any perſon 


or perſons whatſoever, for or concerning the procuring and 
obtaining of this Eccleſiaſtical Dignity, place, preferment, Office 
or Living, nor will at any time hereafter perform or ſatisfie 
any ſuch kind of payment, contratt or promiſe made by any o- 
ther without my knowledge or conſent. So help me God through 
Feſus Criſt. 


Yet yon doit. Oh you men of God, can you forſwear this 
abominable {n, and yet commirir 4 Will youpublickly dit- 
own it before God and the Church, and yet own it be- 
wween your ſelyes and your Patrons 2 Shall not God ſearc]) 
out this > Theſe things you doand God keeps filence : you 
think he is alrogether tuch a one as your felyes. Ah, he, 
will reproye you ; he will ſet your fins in order betore you. 
Oh conſider this, ye that in this forger God ! Oh be ſure 
your fins fhall find you out. Shall a man take the name of 
God in vain, and be gui/t/eſs2 Shall a man break his {o- 
lemn Oath, and be dehiycred 2 Sha he eſcape that doth ſuch 
things> Shall he proſper * How will = look that God 
in thefacc in Prayer, whom you have blaſphemed in your 
Oath : How can you bchold that Congregation that knows 
youarc forſworn 2 Wha Preach the Word of Goo, and -" 
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ard not the Oath of God ? PW bat, gain a Parſonage, and 
looſe thy toul ! to attain toa Preferment, ſhall you hazard 
more thea the whole world 2 

1. Have youncverread that in Ats 8. 18, 19,29,21,22,22, 
And when Simon ſaw that through laying on of the Arates 
hands the holy Ghott was given, he offered them MONEY, ſay-. 
ing, Give me alſo this power, that on whomſcever I lay hands, 
he may receive the hely Ghot. But Peter ſaid unto him, Thy 
money periſh with thee, becauſe that thou ha/t thoug' that the 
gift of God may be purchaſed with money. Thou | aft neithcr 
part nor {ot in this matter : fo thy heart 1s not right in the ſigh 1 
of God. Repent therefore of this wickedneſs ; and fray God, if 
zerhaps the thoughts of thy heart may be forgiven thee. For I 
perceive that thou art in the gall of bitterneſs, and in the bond f 
iniquity. You will lay, 

Obje&t. Ton buy not any gift of grace, as Simon wou'l have 
done ; but ſome encouragement to exerciſe your gifts and your 
graces. 

Sl. Alas ! is itnot the gift of God you buy? are Tythes 
of God, or are they not? 1t they are not why do you cha!- 
lonoe them? If they are of God , why do ye buy them of men ? 
Shall 4 man robGod ? © yet ye have robbed me, even this who/e 
Nation. They lay whercia have we robbed God : in Tytlis 
aad Offerings. The Lay-patron takes from God, and you 
take from him : he ſteals from God, you receive from him. 
(s it his? why do vou ſay Tythe bclong only to Miniſlers 2 
Is it the Miniſters > whv do you pay him for it? why doyou 
jaſtifie his encroachment, betray Gods right, wrot:g me and 
undoe your ſelves 2 Who goeth to warfare at his own charge ? 
You do it. Doc yc not know thatthey who miniſter aboux 
holy things, live of the thingsof the Temple : and that ſorhe 
Lord hath ordained, that they that preach the Golpe!,ſhould 
live of the Goſpel ? 

Object. I dealnot with the Patron himſelf, youwill fav. 

Sol. Ohbe not deceived # God is nor mocked : what you 
do by others, youdo your ſelves: Simon him{clt went not 
to God, whoſe the holy Ghoſt was, Eut to Peter, one of thc 
Stewards of the manifold gifts of God. | 

Obje&t. I am civil to the Stewarl. 

Anſw, How read you. 2 kg 5. 29. &c. Gnay the its, 
2 Vl 
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vant of Ehfta the man of GH, ſaid, Behold, my Majer hath 
ſpared Naaman the Syrian, in not receiving at his hands that 
which he brought ; but as the Lord liveth I will run after him, 
and take ſomewhat of him, So Gehazti followed after him : 
and when Naaman {aw him running after him, he lighted 
down from the Chariot to mcet him , and ſaid, Is all well? 
and hefaid, all is well : my maſter hath fear me, ſaying, 
Behold,cven now there be come to mc trom mount Ephrain 
two young men of the SOns of the Prophets: give them, [pray 
thee, a talent oft Iver, and two changes of garments. And 
Naaman (aid, Be content take two talents; and he urged him, 
and bound two talents of filver in two bags, with rwochan- 
ces of Garments, and laid them upon two of his {cryants, and 
they bare them before him. And when he came to the tow- 
er, he rook them from their hand, and beſtowed them in the 
houſe ; and he let the men go and they departed. Bur he 
went in, and ſtood before his Maſter : and Eſha ſaid unto 
him, Whence cameſt thou, Gehazi > And he ſaid, I hy 
ſervant went no whither. And he faid unto him, Went 
not mv heart with thee, when the man turned again from 
his chariot to meet thee? is it a time to receive money, and 
to receive garments, and Olive-yards, and vineyards, and 
Sheep, and Oxen, and men-{ervants, and maid-{crvants? the 
Leproſie therefore of Naaman ſhall cleave unto thee, and un- 
to thy ſecd for ever. And he went out trom his preſence a 
Icper as white as ſnow. 

Obje&t. Tes, /et Gehazi lookto that. 

$21. k it a fin in him to receive a gitt, and is it not a ſin in 
vou to pvelt ? 

Obje&. 1 only laid a wager, bought 2 horſe married my Pa- 
trons daughter, or gave bond to refigne. 

$07. Fic, fie! Are you called ro be Miniſtcrs > Do your 
dury, you may look for vour duc, and make no terms with 
men for what God freely gives you. Will you add a cheat 
to your Sacriledge 2 rob God, and put a trick upon the Law? 
is this, !5 this to obev for conſcience lake ? 

Objett. I only boyght an Advowſon. 

&92. If you cannot buy a living when it is void, how can 
vou buy it over another mans head when it is not? What 


do yqu aim ar in the Advow/ſon Do you aimar the pct 
. ouls : 
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ſouls 2 thoſe iouls are —_ tor already. Do you aim ar 
the benefit of the place » O unworthy man ' What, etnbrace 
the preſent world ! is the Tythe a Miniſters > what need 
you buy it atorchand 2 Is it the peopies * why do you take 
it atall ? 

2. And is the Church grown fo contemprible, that ir may 
be bought and fold tor money 2 I Pretzrment rather a prize 
for the Richeſt, thera reward for the \Vorrhicit > who will 
ſpend their dayes in ſerious ſtudic, and their life in weari- 
{ome retirement, and their eltates in a chargeable eclucati- 
on, and at Jaſt mult either buy their preferment, or live ne- 
glefted, and dic unobſcryed > what ingeaious man can cn- 
dure tedious allowance, unſ{upportable fees , intolleiabic 
taffles, and not retire to his Cloſer, and there givehimſcit ro 
diſpondency and diſpair , curſing the day wherein he was 
born, and the ycars wherein he was bred up ; laying, as E- 
fjah (ecretly to his foul, Lord, it is exongh, take away my 
hfe, ſince I have out-lived the glory of the Church, the ho- 
nour of my .Callirg, the encouragements of Parts and 
Worth > ——I cannot live uſctully; O that I might dic 
comfortably ! 

2. Have bh true Miniſters, but a Generation of Demaſſer, 
that embrace the preſent world > Have no Miniſters calle 
of God, that will live upon God > none that can truſt Gol 
with their maintenance > Will you all crouch for the Pricſ?s 
office only, that you may cat a Morſel of bread * will you 
all degrade your ſelves, and buy and (ell your ſacred per- 
ſons and employments? Juſtly would the Catholick Church 
have degraded you, Cu. ap. 19. Conc. Chal. 2. Cons. Ant- 
riaf. 14. And will vougo on making mcrchandize of the 
Word 2 and will you go on in the Miniſtry , out of filthie 
lucre, and not out of 4 ready mind > : 

Thus. thus are my wortlry Sons laid aſide, the unworthy 
arepromoted : my people periſh, my Religion decaics, my 
enemies break in upon me, and ] have only here and there 
oneto ſtand by me. The weak, the fcandalous that cam: 
in by Simone, betray me. Oh ſacred Majeſty, O yetheho- 
nourable Nobility, O ye worthy Gentlemen, let ithe votr 
honour that you can diipoſc of Livings to the glory of God, 
the honour of the Church, and your own comfort ; ler it 
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be vour fhamethat you make any adyantage of your Living; 
to the diſhonour ot God, the danger of the Church, and the 
ruinc of fouls. O ye ingentous Miniſters, content your 
{elycs rather that you deletrve Preterment, then endeavour 
to enjoy them in this vile , unworthy and dangerous way : 
never ſtoop to theſe low terms : be rather buried in an honeſt 
privacie, then appear with a publick intamy. Non fnmec & 
#/im fic erit. Oh ſacred and auguſt Authority of King and 
Parliamerr, own your former Laws ; vindicate your Autho- 
rity ; mect. mect this threarn'ng nulchict ; let a watch upon 
Patrons and their Stewards; trown upon the reaching Clergy; 
find out the Panders of Symoniethart lic about town, and {er 
up as ir were an Office for abomination. Take heed. O ye 
Patrons, how you lay the Childs portion in a Parſonage, 
and devour that which is hotie, and after make an enquirie ; = 
cing the hopetul Youth to begin with Perjury,and commence 
with Sacriledoc. Oh! words fail me : I muſt leave with you 
the excellent Fewe/'s words to Queen Elizabeth, 1561. 


The Livings of ſuc as are in the Miniſtry, are nof in 
their hands to whoin they are du? : they (eldom pa's now a- 
dap:s from the Patron if he be no beticr then a Genfleman, 
but cither foz the Leaſe oz pzeſent money. Such Perchants 
arc b2zoken into the Church of God, a great deal moze info- 
:rable then were they whom Chziſt whipt out of the Tem- 
ple. <hus they wyo ſhould be careful foz Gods Church , 
that ſhould be Pafrons to p;ovide fo2 he conſciences of tte 
p:ople, and to place among chem a learned Miniſter, twh3 
might be able fo p2each the UUo2p to them in ſeaſon and out 
of ſcaſon, aud to fulfill his Binitry, ſeek their own, anv not 
that which is Jeſus Chaiſts; they ſerve not Jeſus Chzift, 
buf {h:tr belly : andthis is done not in one Counaty, in one 
p ace, but thzoughont all England, Dh mercifnll God, whiz 
ther will this grow at the laſt ? If the miſery which this 
Plague wozketh would reach but fo one Age, it were intoles 
r-ble ; i will be a Plague to Polterity; it will be the decay 
21d deſola:ton of Gods Church, Young men ſce this, and 
they are weary and diſcouraged, they vivert their cudies a- 
nother way. I know your Gzace hcareth not of theſe mat- 
£15, and J hope God tyill wozk tu your gracious heart ſome 
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remedies atainfk them : foz otherwiſe the Dctools will be fo2- 
ſazen, the Church delolate, the P'eople wi'd aud diſmayed, 
the Goſpel diſcrevited; and this noble Vealm , which ever 
a3 fanious foz the name of Learning, likely tocome to ſuch 
ignozance andbarbary.as hath not been jeard ofinany memo2y 
befoze our time. Pooz ſoutis are deſticnte withouc a Gnide, the 
afflicted in conſcience have none to quiet them ; thep grow wi.d 
any ſavage as a people that hath na God; they are commau- 
ded to change their Religion, and foz 1. cx of inWruction they 
know not Whither to turn them, Dh if the Ringdem of God be 
not wozthy tobe pzomoted, yer the Kingdom of Datan is w./2- 
thy to be overth;own. 

©h our Poſterity ſhall ru, that ever (uch Fathers wcnt 
befoze them; any Thzonicies will repozt this miſcirriage : 
they ſhall leave if writcen in whoſe time and in whoſe reigu 
this was done. £3 it we g2ol ſo bacbarous that we canſider 
not this, oz be not able to dzaw it in:o Chzonicle 3 yet ſo2- 
reign Nations will nst ſpare co w2ite this, and publiſh it to 
Str everlaſting rep2oach and ſhame. Vy theſe mcans fo2- 
retgn power which by Gods mercy this Realm is delivered 
\rom, hall be bzought upon u3 : the truth of God ſha!l be ta- 
ken away; the holy Scripture burnt and canſumedin fire; a 
marvellous darkneſs and calamity muſt neds enſne, 

Dh that your G2ace might behold the miſerable diſo2der of 
Gads Church ! 02 that pou might (ce the calamitics that wi!l 
eaſue! Jt is a part of pour Kingvom, : nd ſuch a part as is a 
p2op and ſfay to the reſt, AJ will ſay co your Pajeſty ag Cyrcil- 
lus ſometimes (aid tothe godly Cmperours, Theodorus and 
Valentinian : Ab ea quz erga D2um eſt pietate reip, veſtrx 
ſtatus pendet, Por are our GCovernour , you are the Niurre 
of Gods Church: We muſt open this grief vefoze yet, ana 
Eod knoweth whether it may be redzelied, it is lec g20wn ſa 
tong, tit ts gone (a far: but if it map be redrcſſed, there is n3 
other but your Highneſs that can revreſs it. 


——_—— 
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The Definition of Simonie. 
Ymonie is an intentive elire or purpole ro buy or (ell a 
ſpiritual Living, or any Corporal thing annexed to the 
Church.—— Gra. dif.1. p.2.g1. Zanch. de. inter. cultu.Concit. 


compl. Seit, 43. dec. cont. Nic. can. $. 96. 
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| CHAP. V. 
The Church of Englands Complaint again/t Encroaching Plurg- 
[1HeF, 

I our portion,oh my Sons in this Pics or is 1t in another 2 
bake latiskaftion your immorral fouls look for in the cm- 
tie, vain, lovz and periſhing contents of this world, or in the 
tull, high and everlaſting enjoymens of the other world 2 It 
in this life you hayehope only, you are of all men the malt 
miſcrable, the moſt contemptible, and moſt deceitful : if in 
another, why ſo many Imperial Laws, ſo many Eccleliaſti- 
cal Canons, ſo many Decrecs of Councils, ſo mans ſevere 
Reproofs from Fathers and Caſuiſts, fo many Complaints 
and Reproachcs, ſo many Laws and Injunftions, ſo many 
Attempts and Endeavours in Parliament rhele {rxtic years a- 
gainſt your Monopolic of Livings and Pluralitics ot Bench. 
cs? Why do you heap upon your ſelves this envic > why 
do you provoke thele Reproaches 2 I provided for you libc- 
rally ; I checked thoſe that oppoſed your maintenance, (ca- 
{onablie. I encouraged your Induſtric and Merit carctully, 
beyond any reformed Church in the world; I reſtored you 
to your Rights handlomly , I ſecured your Rights legallic : 

will not this latisfic you 2 willnot this content you 2 

1. I's but lately that you were thought uncapable of one 
Living ; and now three, tour, five, cannot {uffice you. t'snor 
long 1mmce you wanted necet{aries, and do younow heap up 
{upecrfluitics > Lately you could nor provide for your Fami- 
lies /Vants, and do you now provide for their Exce/s and 
Pride? haye you forgot how lately you graſped all, and you 
tf all: Alas! Alas! : 

2. And will you cat bread out of vour Brethren mouths, 
and will you ſtarve your tellow-{crvants? Are you Mini- 
ſters 2 ſo are they. Arc you Orthodox 2 lo are they, Are 
you Loyal? toarethey. Have you been conſtant? fo have 
they. Are you leryiccable tothe Church > they more; in 
{tbours more abundant. Oh how many excellent men who 
out-lived the late miteries, Articles, Commirtces, Scqueſtra- 
tions, Proteſtations, Covenants, Engagements, /ingring out 
their lives, laden, and almoſt oppreſſed, worn our, and quite 
tired yith the burthen of years, cares, fears, labours, nc- 
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ceſſities and afflictions, are now tain to dicin obſcurity, want 
and contempt, as it the Sons of rhe Church of England wan- 
red only this ro make up the macalure of their lufterings, That 
they ſhoula be undone when the Church is refored ! How ma- 
ny hundreds, fober and able men are laid aſide, and con- 
tcemned by ſomeas Orthodox.and deſpiſed.by others as poor? 
whom the people would relieve, but that they arc fairhtul tv 
mc: : whom I would relieyc, but that I am (ſwallowed up by 
v ou. Vhen you look big with your abundance and {uperflu- 
iy,and glory in your preterments, how many hundred able 
1114 {ober men are aſhamed of. their Orderand Function,arc 
rapped up in poverty and diſcontent, and loſt in poor em- 
p'oyments ? whoſe faithful labours I want, whoſe ſober con- 
veriacions migiit honour me, whole diJigence and care might 
rcitore mac, whole reaſon and learning might uphold me, 
wiole poweilul preaching might eſtabliſh me, whoſe (elt-de- 
nial and deyorednels to publick good might ſave me. Alas, 
Sirs, let none of you think ef himſelf more highly then he ought to 
think, but to think ſoberly according as God hath dealt to every 
man the meaſure of faith, for as you have many members in one 
body, and all members have not the ſame Offce; (01 being made 
of many, am one body in Chriſt, and eyery one in me isa 
member one of another. You, my Sons, -having then gitts 
diflering according to the grace that is given you , whether 
Praghete, &c. why ſhall notchev that prophetic be encoura- 

ed according to the proportion of Faith ? or M:niftrie, why 
ſhould not all be encouraged that wait on the Miniſtrie? or 
they that teach, on teaching 2 or they that cxborr, on exhor- 
tation 2 The body is not onc member, but many : now bat 
God (ctthe members in the bodieas ir pleaſerh him ; and it 
they wereall one member, where were the bodie ? the eye can- 
not ſay tothe head, I have no necd of thee : nor again the 
head to the feet, I have no need of you. Nay, much more 
thoſe members of the body which ſeem to be more feeb/e, arc 
neceſſarie, and thoſe /eſs honourable, upon thele we ought to 
beſtow more abundant honour. And our uncomely parts 
have a moreabundantcomelineſls : for our comely partshave 
no need, but God hath rempered the body together, having 
given moreabundant honourto that part which lacked, that 


there ſhould be no ſchiſm in che buoys but that ihe members 
7 {hould 
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ſhould have the ſame care Si for another. Now ye, my 
Sons, are the body of Chriſt, and members in parricular : and 
God hath ſet ſomein the Church; fitit, Apoltles ; fecondari- 
iy, Prophets: thirdly, Teachers: Are all Apoſtles? arc al! 
Prophers: are all Teachers ? areall provided for * Oh covcr 
carneltly che beſt Gifts, nor the beſt Livings! And yet Icould 
fhew youa more excellent way. 

hy is that Preferment engroſſed by oue, which might 
maintain Twenty 2 Why are thoſe Reyenues loſt upon the 
folly,vaniry and {uperfluitie of one family, which might pro» 
vide for the honeſt occaftons of five * Oh Faſftice, the equal 
Diſtriburer of Afﬀairs, whither art thou fled! Oh Equity, 
whither art thou retired ! 
3. If you conſider not the ſin, do you conſider the conſe- 
_ of theſe miſcarriages: the envie that you already 
ink under, the occaſion given unto them that {eek occaſion, 
which hath already diſgraced you; thegreat diſcontent that 
alreadie endangereth you. Have not you enemies to your 
Order, Calling and Judgement, and mult you incenle your 
friends?Muſt you provoke thatGod that hath hithertoupheld 
your Order and Funftion, by abuſing the maintenance he 
allows for his ſervice and ſervants to your-own advantage ? 
Muſt you difpleaſe his ſacred Majeſty, by appropriating to a 
tewill beloved perſons, for whoſe ſake his Ma jclty is ought 
che worſe of, that encouragement which might be cqually 
b:ſtowed upon well-delcrving and well-bcloved, who might 
in each Pariſh teach his ſubjects their duty _— {wade 
them to obedience ſucceſsfully.and ſerrle chem in theDoctrine 
of Government according to the great Principles of Chriſtia- 
nity, moſt happily > Muſt you provoke your Brethren of 
the Clergy todiſcontent, by taking upall the encouragements 
of their Studies, all rheir cmployments and —— many 
hopeful young men in City and Country arc forced either to 
want, or, which is worſe, to live upon your {mall Penſions, 
and ſcant allowance ; and, what is natural for parts,and ingc- 
nuity, in want to diſpair their fortnnes,and envy yours? How 
readily do they now, hopeleſs of any regular favour, apply 
themſ{elyes to popular applauſe, that their compliance may 
gain that among the people. which their merit could not a- 
mong you ? Do not you ſee how the people forſake ans * 2 
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Selt-Seckers ? how the Gentry cenſure you, as Unconſcion- 


able 2 how the Clergy abhor you as invaders of their places 
and preferments 2 Do you not ſee that the Law can hardly 
{ecure you 2 that authority can ſcarcely defend you from all 
the attronts and bafes that Malice do fuggeſ? to an- inccnled 
p-ople 2 the adveriaries triumph, the many friends I have 
weep, the Saber and Serious are amazed , toſcc fourſcore or 
an hundred odious men filling up a whole Church. Do you 
unagine thole many active men will reſt in a diſpirited, poor, 
mendicant, decayed, dejetted and vexatious condition > Do 
not you tear their melancholy thought, their retired con- 
trivance, their torlorn meetings > You know there arc none 
{o dangerous as the D1ſcontented Scholars. Monopolic is thc 
Ruine ofthe State ; Pluralities are the ruine of the Church ; 
the one neceſhtates the indigent SubjeCt to dangerous courſes 
and practiſes; the other, the poor Scholar to as dangerous 
diſcourſes and thoughts. 

Is it not enough that mens late maliceand inſolcncic againſt 
the Miniſtry, reduced them to want and contempt, but that 
(to my ſhame, who am bleſſed of God with abundance and 
honour ) one {mall part of the Miniſtry ſhould reduce the 
other to {mal Contributions, poor Dependencies ; (© unccr- 
rain and {o baſe, that men of ingenious ſpirits and learning 
muſt deteſt them , who cannor cndure when they do their 
work to beg for their wages, not without ſordid compliances 
and flatterics with vile men in their vileſt humours > Oh look 
upon the poor Curates, and their Families; witat is their por- 
rion of rhe proſperity we now enjoy 2 Alas,they live by Gods 
miercv, and menschariry. How deſpicable is their Calling? 
How little their Authority > how inconfiderable their Inftru- 
Qtions? How ſucceſslels rheis Doftrine > how uncreditable 
their Lives > Donotyou ſee that your fellow-Miniſters under 
theſe neceſſities will not long be able to aflert the honour of 
their Calling; and that no after-Generation will ſucceed to 
inherit their poverty and pains, unleſs ſuch as will further dc- 
baſe the Dignity of the FunCtion > What,muſt all che ingen:- 
ous Miniſters be Stipendaries! The FaGtion threatned no 
more. Muſt they have only their allowances ? Anarchic 


' could have done no morc. Are you reſtored ro reduce yout 


fcllow-ſcryants to that penurie by Law, which Fanaticks 
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would have brought them to without Law 2 they wanted on- 
ly this miſery, to be undone by their Brethren, and periſhby 
them oftheir own profeſſion. _ | 

Oblſe&, Theſe poor men, you will ſay, are provided for anſwe- 
rable to their Parts. - 

Anſw. Have they Parts for the Calling of Miniſters, and 
have they not Parts for the Maintenance of Miniſters> Can 
they preach the Goſpel, and can they not live by the Goſpel 2 
Are they worthy todiſcharge your Cures, and are they not 
worthy to enjoy them ? 

5. Do you deſire the advantageof ſo many Benefices, or 
do you delire the charge? if the advantage, then the poor 
Separatiſt was in the right, when he called you Hirelrgs ; 
then indeed you make merchandiſe of Souls > then you arc 
the greateſt Juglers and Deccivers in the world ; and you 
laugh among your ſelves, ( as the Tyſcan Sooth-ſayers) and 
conter Notes, as that Pope with his Cardinal , ſaying, How 
much gain doth this fable of Chriſt bring us > ——and poor ſouls 
ſhould avoid you as the ſhadow of death. Whar, ſhall I hear 
him whoſe godlineſs jsgain ! whoſe God is his belly ! whoſe 
faith is his advantage! whoſe hope is only in this world! His 
watchmen are bl'nd, they are ignorant, they are all dumb 
dogs, they cannot bark 3 ads Wine down, loving to flum- 
ber: yea, they arcegreedy dogs which can Never have enough, 
and they are ſhepherds that cannot underſtand : they all look 
for their own way, every one for his gain from his how 
Come ye , lay they, f will ferch wine, and we will f//our 
ſelves with #rong drink; and to morrow ſhall be as this day, 
and much more abundantly, F/ai. 56. 9g, 19, Il, 12. 

If the Charge, do you know what you do 2 do you know 
rhat you muſt watch over the Congregation as they that 
mult give an account> ſo many Benefices, ſo many more 
hundreds of fouls that you mult anſwer for > Do you know 
what it isto anſwer the great God for an immortal foul? do 
you know what it is to give an account of the purchale of 
Chriſts bloud 2 do you know what isthe work, what isthe 
charge of a Miniſter > Oh poor ſouls ! you conſider not 
whether ſome have not accuſed you to God, whom you ne- 
ver ſaw ; whether ſouls under your charge are not daily go- 


ing to another world, with dolctul complaints againſt you, 
whom 
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whom you neyer knew; whether any in Hell do not cry 
out againſt you, whom you never ſaw: thoulands have ap- 
peared before the Judgement-ſcat of God,exculing themſelves 
with your faults, though you lay it not to heart ; alledging, 
that they ſaw no more Religion in the world then Intereit 
and Gain, they knew not what to doto be ſaved. Alas,you 
are not {enſible that there may be hundreds in Hell that you 
looked not after, curling the day that ever you were born, 
that ever you were {cnt into- tne World, thatthere ſhould be 
{O many re that lived only to damn men. It ic be a 
Charge you delire, why do you not atrend unto that flock 
over which the holy Ghoſt made you overleers> Why do 
ou not in that calling wherein you are called abide with 
God 7 I ir poſſible tor you to ſerve two Cures & you will 
hold to the'one , and deſpilc or neglect the other : and is ir 
ger for you to be ſaved? Lord, what if you gained the 
Vorld art the rate of undoing fouls * Ds you conlider that 
the bread you cat is the price of ſouls? How can you cat 
with comfort, and think Oh ſome of my charge may bencw 
going to Eternity, and I prepared them not * How can yeu 
ſicep ſecurely, and think, Some of my charge may awake £9 
morrow in another \Vorld, whether of Wo or Well Iknow 
not?Aow can you dic peaceably and think here hal we meet 
the many ſouls that have gone before us out of our Congre- 
gations * Oh where arc ye, O immortal fouls! with God, 
or for ever departed from the preſence of the Lord ! Oh did 
you ever read that of St. Bernard, Qui non unus fed lures 4n 
beneficiis, non unus ſed lures in ſuppliciis > If you pity not 
me once again by thele courles decaying, *1t 'you pity 'rtot 
poor ſouls by this mcans periſhing, On pity your (elyes, and 
have mercy upon your own {ouls : Alas, that men ſhould 
be educated chargcably, ſhould ſtudy diligenzly, ſhould be 
ordained ſolemnly to delude fouls, to mack God. rodeeeive 
the world, and undoe men,for two,orthrce, or four hundted 
pounc's yearly, durinz;a ſhort life ! rhat you ſhould appear in 
a Pulpit ( if yet you do appcar in a Pulpic ) for a little 
Maintenance ! that you ſhould appear very {olemnly every 
Sunday, only to put a trick upon God and men ! I hope ber- 
rer-thingsot you,and things that accompany ſalvarion,thougih 
thus I ſpeak, * In the Prinutive times every Church of lo ma- 
nv 
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ny fouls as are of your Pariſhes,had many Miniſters, where- 
£< of the ableſt ſpeakers did moſt in publick, and rhe reſt did 
& the more of rhe leſs publick work, (which {ome miſtaketor 
* ruling Elders ) but now one of you takes the care of man 
« Churches. The Popiſh times, I mean years 632. could di- 
vide England into Pariſhes, tor the berter diſcharging of rhe 
care of fouls : our times unite thole Pariſhes again, for the 
berter maintenance of pride and vanity, Is it for this that we 
arc reformed ? isit for this weare Proteſtants? then each Pa- 
riſh had their Miniſters to pray with them ferventlie,toteach 
them faithfully to comfort them ſcaſonablic,to converſe with 
them uſefully. Ah ! in que nos reſervamur tempora 1 Now, 
now my people are neglected, my buildings arc ruined, my 
hoſpitality is loſt , my authority is ſhrunk and faln, and the 
Chu:ch of England is thought to be nothing elſe bur the inte- 
reſt of a few crafry Clergymen , ordering all thing ro their 
teſt advantage. : | 

Though Envy may know, and Prejudice it felf may conſi- 
der, Iam a Church made up ot a and religious men : 
Princes, Nobles, Gentry,Biſhops, Miniſters and people, main- 
taing an Orthodox Dottrine, a Primitive Government, a 
pute and orderly Worſhip, a ſevere Diſcipline, and a Chri- 
ftian Communion in Word and Sacrament ; who have for- 
bid theſe extravagancies by wholſome Laws, checked them 
by ſevere Canons, and diſallowed them by fair and juſt 
means imaginable. In the darkeſt and moſt ſuperſtitious 
vimes, I ordered, That no Monks, i. c. idle perſons, ſhould take 
Livings of B ſhops, or appropriate the Revenues of them to them- 
fetves ; but that the Priefs ſerving thoſe Cures, and the Church- 
es, might be provided with neceſ[tries. 

you know why Monks were pulled down in H. 8. time? 

Lav it to heart. ] beſeech you,tor many look for your fall roo. 

1. They were accuſed jor engroſſing Wealth and tradezand 
do you hear whatthe world {aith of you 2. They were ac- 
cuſed for impoveriſhing Pariſh-Prieſts, and decrying Preac'- 
irg, asminiſtring Matter of Schiſm and Diſputes, and mag- 
nifying their own performancesof Prayer and Devotion : by 
which and other Artifices, they undermincd the poor Prieſts, 
and procured that many Churches preſentative, with their 
Glebes and Tytts, were appropriated to their Coyents, leay- 


ing 
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ing put a poor pirtance for the Pariſh-Vicar. This was the 
occaſion of the firſt Impropriations, I pray God your carelcf+ 
nels doth nor occaſion anotner. 4 

Oh remember Robert Whitgifts , the Ahbqt of Wellow's 
ſpeech, who was wont to ſay , That they ard-their Religion 
could not lorig continue, beranſe( laid he) Ihawveread the whole 
Scripture over and over, and never found that Monafteries (and 
[I may add pluralicics ) were founded by God : for ( ſaid the ho- 
nelt Abbor ) every planting which my heavenly Father hath not 
planted, ſhall be rooted up. 

Do you remember that Lay-parliament in King H. 8. his 
time 2 wherein the Nobles and mon aſſembled ſignified 
to the King, that the 'Temporal profethon of Abbors ny 
&c.vainly {pent,would ſuffice to find 150 Earls, 1590 Knights, 
6200 Eſquires,199 Holpitals ?do you remember thoſe Mock- 
Parliaments that often conſidered how many 1000 men your 
Tythes ( ill beſtowed vpon you, as they thought ) would 
maintain? You were once undone, ——now are you made 
whole : I beſeech you, my ſons, fin no more, leſt a worſe 
thing come unto you. 


Biſhop Fewe/on 1 Theſ. p. 71. 

Foraſmuch brethren as we were kept from you for a ſea- 
{on concerning ſwht, but notin hearr, we are cnforced the 
more to {ce your face with great deſire. Therefore we would 
have come unto you, I Pax, at Icaft once or twice, but Satan 
hindred us. ®nch a zeal and ca.e had he over the people 'ot 
God.Dh in what caſe then are they that are careleſs, and have 
no regard of the people of God! which hunt after Y ivings, 
and bend not themſelves to do good ! which ſerve their owir 
belly , and ſeek fo be rich, and eat up os people of Boy 
as if they were bread! they cannot ſay they habe a deſire to ſee 
the face of their flock,and their heart is with them: hows 
ſoever they find time for other matters ; they ran never take 
tims to know their ſheep, and they do the wozk of the Pini- 
ftry among them : they care not fa2 thenr, they think not of 
them ; they plant not, they water nof, they watch not, they 
give no warning of the dangers at hand : they feach them net 
to deny all ungoblineſs and wo2lsly luſts, and to ltve ſoberly, 
righteouſly and godly in this p2eſent wozld. Jt were happy 
if ail ſuch were removed out of the Church of God : they de- 
ffroy the ſouls and lead them to deſtrugion by their neglt- 
gence, What account ſhall they give unto God for the fouls 
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of thcir B2ethzen : Where ſhall they ffand ? 02 what will 
they ſay when he ſhall bid them make a Trait account ? this 
ts the pzactice of @atan, he nſeth all means fo ſnare us, and 
withd2aw us- from that blefſed hope : ſometimes he letteth 
the cacreaſe of the Gofpel, by raiſing R_ and diſqui- 
ating the Church of God,amd ſtirring the Heart of ſich as are 
tn Authozity to - perſecute by all means the teachers of the 
Goſpel of Ch2ift. Again, when God gives peace and quiet- 
neſs to his Church, he leavcth the Dverſeers ofthe people to 
a fo2getſulneſs of their dnty, to ſeek the pleaſures and delight 
of this life, and fo Have no regard of the wozk of the Lozd : 
ſuch occaſion the Devil ſeelieth ta hinder our ſalvation, and 
to with{tand the truth and glozy of God, 


| CH AP. VI. 
The Church of England's re/entment of Non-refidence. 
H my Sons, I have no pleaſure in expoſing you ; vet 
have I no power to excuſe you : you know that I have 
charity tor you, that ſuffereth long, that is kind, that is not ea- 
fily provoked, thinketh 10 evil, beareth all things, believeth all 
things., hojethall things, endureth all things. Alas ! what ſhall 
{ do now my people complain, my adverſarics reproach,my 
Soveraign is diſpleaſed, my Nobility and Gentry are incen- 
ſed ; and where-ever | urn my ſelf, Complaints are made, 
Petitions are drawn up Jealouſics are whiſpered, and Fears 
are murmured ! If T ſhould hold my peace, I ſhould be thought 
altogether ſuch a one as you are : it I ſhould ſpeak, my tongue 
fails me. Tam in a great ſtrait; yet you had better hear your 
miſcarriages faithfully reproyed by me, to your reformation, 
then maliciouſly aggtavated by others to your deſtruttion. 
My words may be imart, yet they are wholſome; ſevere 
they may be, yet kind ; you hear me with forrow, but nor 
wich more then I ſpeak to you with, 
I. I's fad that after ſo many Councils, Decrees, (as Carth. 
6. To.6. Chalc. 7. Nic. 15. Sardic. 14. atter ſo many Fathers 
charge, as Hier. com. 2. p. 111. Aug. 7.4. inB. 16. Athan. in 
Fo. 7. Naz. apot. p. 16. Cy. Ep. 8. Greg. de cura paftorali paſſin) 
after ſo many proviſions of Parliaments, as 30 H.S. 4. J2. F/. 
6. ſo many complaints from friends and foes, as 31 Q. E/. 
3K. F. 12.K.Ch. a fin {o diſhonourable to your protctiion, 
fo dangerous to Church and State, ſo clearly repugnant to 
your 
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your Callings as Nonrelidence 1s,ſhould yet be named among/# 


you. 

As, I. Doyou read that in A. 20. 25. Take heed to jour 
ſelves, and to all the flick over which the holy Got hath made 
you overſeers,to feed the Church of God which he hath purchaſed 
with his own bloud ? &Cc. Take heed, benot abſcur, negiett ror. 
Do you conlider where you are, what you have taken upun 
you Over which the hog Ghoj : hath the holy Ghoſt (cr you 
over your hocks, and do you forlake them > hath Heayen 
intruſted chem to you, and do you neglect them? Overſeers 
and yet come not neer.your flock 2 Biſhops, and never vilic 
them 2 To teed the Church of God,that Church tor whole fake 
the world is upheld. Oh what a charge haye you underta- 
ken !& will you be unfaithtul cothis chargeare you Stewards 
of Gods own Famdy > Oh it's required of a Steward that he be 
found faithful, 1 Cor. 4.2. Haye you the condudtt of thole 
Saints that mult live for ever with God in glory,and will you 
negle&t them? Are the fouls of men thought mect to ſee his 
face in Glory, andare they not worthy ot your utmoſt care 
and pains? Ol, it you keep beaſts you might fay they arc 
{carce worth looking after z bur do you think fo of the touls 
of men, of the Church of God, the peculiar people, the holy 
Nation 2 Which he hath purchaſed with his blood ; God the Soi 
hath purchaſed the Church with his bloud,and will not you 
look to it? What, Sirs, will ye diſpilethe bleud of Chriſt: $ha 1 
the price of his bloud beloſt > Hath Chriſt died for louls,and 
ſhall I not ſweat ? Are my people they which Chriſt came 
from Heavento lave, and thall not I go from che City, from 
the Court, &c. to fave them 2 Oh what do hear, may you 
fav, when it may be one of my poor flock pcriſheth, tor 
whom Chriſt died ? 


After my departing (faith the Text) grievous Watves fhailens 
ter in among y-4, not ſparing the fuck, Oh, Sirs, do yeu nat 
know that the Jeluite is butie, thatthe Seducers arc many 3 
Why do you forſake the flocks? are you reſolved to ruine 
me? Firſt, you difpleaſe the people, then you leave them open 
roany ſeditious or tatious perlons that will improve their 
rejudice, diſcontents and weakneſs, t9 their own advantage 
''s eruc,you {ubſuruce A” rates:but alas;poor mer they _ 
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hardly ableto live, ' rodiſpute : they are hardly able 
rofurnith themſelycs for Sermons, much leis for Controvyer- 
lies : belides that, they are ſo contemptible, that I may here 
yery pertincntly allege tnar ot Ecele/. g. 13. 

Oh chat you ſhould berray his Majeſtics intereſt and my 
cauſc,and leave his ſubjetsand my people ro the remprations 
of thoſe men who with good words and fair tpecches deceive 
the hearts of the ſumple,with-teigned words making mercnan- 
dizcof them ! Can you ſtay in Court or City,and leave poor 
Neighbours perverted , honeſt men deluded , good ſubjefts 
debauched, and a Kingdom almoſt oyerturned 2 As Aug. 
flas ſaid to Quint. Varus, Quintih Vare redde Legiones ; {o his 
Miajeiy, (6 1( it ver you will hear me) tay unto vou : Oh re- 
ſtorc us the many {ouls which by your negicct we have Joſt ! 
Oh reſtore rhat peace which by. your careleſnels we want? 
Oh reſtore usrhat purity of DoCtrine and Worſhip, which by 
publick and private diligence you might have ſecured? while 
you are aflecp, the enemy {owerh histares ; while you {lcep, 
vour ruine ſJambers not : while you ride to and fro ſeeking 
that preterment your ambition may pitch upon, your adyer- 
!ary the Devil and his Emitfaries goes to 8 tro (ecking whom 
he may devour. You compals Sea and Land tor Weath, your 
adyerſarics compals Sca and Land tor Proſelites. 

And did not the late times ſlander your and are you Hire- 
lings indeed : He that is an Hireling, and not the ſhepherd,whofe 
own the ſheep arenot, ſeeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the beep 
and fleeth, and the wolf catcheth them, and, ſcattereth the. ſheep; 
The Hireling fleeth becauſe he is an Hireling, and careth not for 
the ſheep, 19 1.19.Oh of your own ſelves do men arile /peaking 
perverſe things to draw away Dilciplesattcr them. Theretore 
watch ; and remember, that in the Primitive times tor the 
{pace of many years the Miniſters cealcd not to warne every 
one night and day with tcars : and they could lay to their 
Congregations, We take you to record that we are pure from the 
blood of all men, for we have not ſhunned to declare unto you the 
whole counſel of God. We have coveted no mans ſilver or Gold, 
nor apparel, Acts 29. 

2. Are not you them that watch fer mens ſoul and do you 
not look atter them z Are you to watch over then fo asro 


giycan account?and do you lcaye them tare youthe Angels 
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of the Church, ſent forth : miniſter to them who ſhall be 
heirs of ſalvation, and to behold the face of their father which 
is in Heavenzand do you not regard thermAngels and carthly? 
Angels, and yet worldly > Are you the Souldicrs of Chritt, 
and do you intangle your (clyes in the attairs of this 1ite: Arc 
vou ordained to preach the Golpel2 a neccitity is laid upon 
you, and wo 1s you it you preach not the Gotpel. Arc you 
Stewards of the manitold gitts of God,and do you not remem- 
ber that you muſt give an account of your Steward(hip, tor 
you ſhall be no longer Stewards? Are you in Chriſts ttead, 
and ycr ſo carelels of his pcoples Ah it Chriſt had lerved you 
lo, what had become of you: what had become ot the world» 

3. Do you love theLord Jclus Chriſt, and yer nor teed his 
flock 2 Simon Peter, loveit thou me # feed my lambs. Simon Pe- 
ter loveſt thou me ? Thou knowe}t, O Lord, that I love thee : feed 
myſheep. Have you any kindnels for your peoples fouls > Yo 
you not hear them cry, Come and help us? Are they your joy, 
Vour Crown, your rcjoycing > Oh have mercy upon them ! 
Do vou nor hear them (ay, Mater, care# thou not that we pe- 
riſk : We have immortal fouls to looſe, and Ercrnity to ha- 
zard ; carclt thou not that we periſh - Do you wonder that 
your people delcrt yon. when you have forſaken them : Can 
you blame thein that they leparate trom you, who have no 
care of them 2 They mult needs torgzt their dury towards 
vou, when you have forgotten yours towards them. No won- 
der it they cleave to their Paſtors and Teachers: for they fiad 
none /ike mindel, who naturally care fur their tate. 


O Sirs, the harve# ot 1wuls at this time is great : * the Pre. * Bilkop 
bends are many, the Prieſts arc many, the Deans are many--- Je%* 
3 V1 y 


the Labourers atc few: Shall I pray the Lord of the harvelt to 
turn youont, and ſend forth Labourers into his harve,* ?the fouls 
that would be ſaved arc many; but they dic in ignorance, and 
you are not among them to inſtruct them 2 they dic in doubr, 
and you not necr them to {atishe them ; rhey dic in diſpair; 
and there is none to comtort them ; they live in diforder, and 
there isnone to guide them ; they are in itate of nature, and 
there isnone to reclaim them + they are weal: and there is 
none toſtrengthen thein 3, rhev arc hableto temptation, ana 
there is none to athit thein to managerheir | cmptation ; rhe** 
go aſtray,and there a them that arelt ; they ain 
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in the gall of bitterneſs, and there is none to relieve them ; 
they are under the power of Satan, in darkreſs , and there is 
none to turn them toGod, that they may receive forgiveneſs of 
fins and an inheritance among them that are ſanttified by faith 
in Chrift, if God peradventure might give them repentance ta 
the acknowledgement of the truth, that they might eſcape out of 
the ſnare of the Devil, that ſo they might be converted, and their 
fins be forgiven them, Fain would thev hear, that their ſouds 
*:ight live ; but you arc not amony them to preach ; willing 
are they to recetverhe Sacrament, bur you arc not among to 
adminilter ir. They are declining in grace, and there is none 
to rec ver thei, or in the ſpirit of meckneſs to reſtore them;they 
are at a loſs.and there is none to advile them; they miſcarry, 
andrhere is none to overice them,to watch over them,to look 
ro them ; they arefick, and thcre is none to viſit them toin- 
ſtruct and comfortthkem; they arc unruly, and there is none 
to ſee that Church diſcipline be exerciſed upon them. 

4. Will vou receive thetyths ct God, and not do the work 
of God? will you live of the Goſpel,and not preach the Gol- 
pel?2will vou live of the Altar,and yet not ſerve the Altar?will 
yu cat, and not work 2 will you reccive tyths given to Me/- 
eizedec, and yet blels notthe children of os. hey that pay 
ir / will you receive the Levitcs portion, and yet not wait 01 
t :e Tabernacle, nor ſerve the San#uary? will you have the dou- 
ble honour of Reverence and Maintenance, and yet not labour 
in theWord and Doftrinc:Muſt he thatis taught communicate 
nnto him that teacheth him not in cvery good thing 2 ---How 
can vou enjoy theſe Donations our forefathers made ro Mini- 
ſters for teaching the Word of God, tor praying, &c. and yet 
neither tcach nor pray? Vid. Spel. conc.Br, p. 29. Vid.Illyr.cent. 
8.c. 9. Col.416 Ed.1624.Bede Hiſt. Eccl.l.c.16. fin. Lamb. Arch. 
P22. Bonif. Ep.p.24. Polyd.Virg. L.5.p.89.59. Stow. p. 99 vit. Fg. 
Ingulph. Se.6.7.Mat. Weſt.Ge/t. Br. 2.2 Tilſley anim. ſed p.17}. 
Speed Hi. 7 c.32.Fox Martyrol. J.p.136 Prefat. in Leg. Alfredi, 
-.J38.Leg.Fec/, Alur. Atheltan.Mulmesb.de Geſt.Br.2.c.11.Gemet. 
7. 6.c.9, Seld. Eadm. Hii.p. 171.R. Bafingf.3. p. 186. How will 
you Took your Anceſtors in the face , when you have taken 
their gitts, and neglected their defires © Whar, take the tythe 
they gave, an leave their poſtcrity deſtitute ! 

2. ou will fave have Crates aud they pertorm our duty. 
Anſw. 
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Anſ.1. Curates what new generation of menare theſe Cu- 
rates? We have indeed foe Prophets, ſome Apoſtles, ome E- 
vangeliſts, ſome Paſtors, ſome Doftors: bur no Curates Your 
Commitſhon (O my Sons) is, Go ye, andtearh a/lNation:z not 
Go ye,or {end your Caratesto teach all Nations. Hath your Ser- 
vant liberty to bring whom he will ro your ſervice, while he 
takes his pleaſure; and have you liberty co bring whom you 
will to Gods ſcrvice, while you take your plealuro? Oh Sirs, 
the Scriptures run thus : Sor of Man, I have made thre a watch- 
man to the houſe of Iſrael: therefore hear the wordof my month, 
and give them warning from me. When I ſay unto the wicked, 
Thou ſhalt ſurely die,and thou givet him not warning, nor ſpeaks # 
to warn the wicked from his wicked way to ſave his life : the ſame 
wicked man ſtall die in his iniqnity, but his blood will I require at 
thine hand.Yetif thou warn the wicked, and he turn not from his 
wickedneſs, nor from his wick, d way, he ſhall die in his inicuity, 
but thou hat detivered thy ſoul. Again when a righteons man 
doth turn from his rightcoxſmeſs, and commit inicuity, and I tay 
a tumbling block before him, he ſtall die : becauſe thou haſt not 
en lim warning, he (Fall die in his fin, and his righteouſncſs 
which he hath done (hall not be remembred , but his blood will I 
require at thine hand. Nevertheleſs, If thou warn the righteons 
that the righteous ſin not, and he doth net fin ; he ſhall ſurely live 
becauſe he is warned; alſothou haſt delivered thy ſont. T charge 
thee therefore before God, and the Lord Feſus Chrift, who ball 
Tudge the quick and the dead at his ajpearing, and his Kingdon: 
Preach the Word be inftant in ſeaſon, out of ſeaſon , reprove, re- 
buke, exhort with all long ſuffering and doftrine. For the time 
will come when they wil! not endure ſound dottrine, but after their 
own lufts ſhall they heap to themſelves teachers, having itching 
ears. And they ſhall turn away their ears from the truth, and 
fhallbe turned into fables: But watch thou in all things endure af- 
fiiftions da the work of an Evangehit, make full provf of thy mi- 
niftry. If you would be ſaved only by Curartes, then ſerve God 
by Curates: if you may be damned only by Curates, then 
zruſt your charge to Curatcs.But how do you read: Son of man 
propheſie again? the frepheris of Trae! , prophefie and ſayunts 
them, Thus ſaith the Lord God unto the ſkejherds, 1Vo be to t/6 
ſhepherds of Tſrael, that do feed themſelves: Gould not the tet- 
berds feed the lrcks * Teeat the tet, and ye clath vw: with the 
WOCs 
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wool ye by/l them that are fed:but you feed not the flock, The diſea/- 
ed have ye not trengthned neither have ve healed that which was 
#ch neither have ye bound up that which was broken, neither have 
ye brought again that which was driven away, neither have ye 
ſought that whic' was lot : but with force and with cruelty have 
\o ruled them. And they were ſcattered, becauſe there is no ſhep- 
herd: and they became meat to all the beaſts of the field,when - > 
were ſcattered. My ſheep wandred throngh all the mountains, ond 
Sn every high hill: yea, my flixkwas ſcattered ujen all the face 
of the PAL / and HONG did ſearch or fee k after them. Therefore ve 
hepherds hear the word of the Lord: As I live ſaith the LordGod, 
furely becauſe my ſ11.k became a prey, and my flock became meat to 
every bea} of the field, becanſe there was n0 ſhepherd, neither did 
my ſhepherd ſearch for my fuck, bu the _ fed themſelves, 
' and feed not my flo.k; Therefore, O veſkep 

the Lord, Thus ſaith the Lord God, behold, I am againf the ſhep- 
herds, and I will req:tire mv fxck at their hand, and cauſe them to 
ceaſe from feeding the flock, neither ſhall the ſhepherds feed them- 
felves any more, for I will deliver my flock from their mouth, that 
thev may not be meat for them. 

2. Are Curates Minittcrs,or are they not it not,why do you 
employ them 2 it they arc, why do they not live upon that 
mainenance thar God hath allowed Miniſters You could not 
endurc rationally in thclclate times to hear otStipends yet now 
vour Brethren mull be content with Allowanccs: and belides, 
it they arcMiniltcrs,then citherthey havecureof {uuls,or nor:it 
they have cure of touls, why dothiey not attend their owncharge 
if they bave no cure of ſouls,how can they cxerciſe any Mint- 
terial at,feeing they have none to exercile it upon? no people 
being obliged to attend wy but their own Miniſter:yca,all pco- 
vple Ecingobliged to attend only their own Miniſter. It you will 
1av, He is your peoples Mmilter, then you muſt {ay,You arc 
n2:.——Onepeople can have but o2c Miniſter at artime. 

2. Do you, who are non. reltdent expeCt tythes by mans 
Law only, or Gods ? No by mans Law only ; for vou have 
{aid, and mult lav againit the Anabapriils, That they are of 
Divine right; othcrwite they will lay, What man hath given, 
man may take away 3 nor mult you Jook for it by Gods Law 
which never allowed the maintenance of a Miniſter to any 
but ſuch as did the work of the Miniſtrv. The Labourer, and 
he only, is werthy of »« hire. 4.Can- 
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4. Cannot the State kcep Curares as well as you : If this be 
all, may not the Commonwealth allow $Sa'arics and Stipends 
as weil as you, add fo remove the burthen of tythe £ O Sis, 
you know not what to do; when the King, Lords and Com- 
mons obſeryc how much tyithe gocth to maintain your pride, 
vanity and tolly,and how little romatntain the tervice Ol God, 
they lav, what necd this waſte-why doye throw away © much 
of the publick Revenue, as amounts to two million and 3 
half, whereas halt a million may maintain mcr ro read prayers, 
and doall the duties of Miniſters 2 A Gentleman hath a Par- 
ſonage 9t2997. a year in his gifttz why, faita hc, ſhall I part 
with ſo much of my Eſtate > cannorl give 29. or Jo. /. roa 
Curatc as wcll as a Clergy-man 2 You will tell bim, $:r, you 
Rob God.He will {ay,no more then you : you know God only 
hath tyrhes when they are employed :n his {ervice; and I ſhall 
allow {o much more to Gods intereſt then you d ».Obj. J//y 
ſroald you being a Lay-man, meddte with tyths which belongs to 
Gods ſervice? Anſw. I do not meddic with any which belongs 
to Gods {cryice, but with what is abulcd ro mans wantonneis. 
Obj. Iam aClrgy-man. 4nſw.So arc Ihoulands more; yer 
none hath right to tyth, bur he that pertorms the duty enjoin- 
cd them that receive tyrhe : tythe is not ſo much the mainte- 
nance of Miniſters perſons. as their wages for their work : but 
a lictle of the tythe may tuffice him who does the work,as we 
may obſcrve from what you allow, an rcally I co not know 
by what Law of God or man a Clergy-man may turn his :yrh 
to private adyantage, any mote then a Lay-man. O Sirs, it 
you neglect your Calling when you have maintenance, what 
will you do if you had none > Oh -you that condemne Sacri- 
ledge, do you live by it + You that ſay a man ſhould notrob 
the @ du? he you rob its You that preach and write agaiaſt 
taking away Miniſtcrs maintenance, doyou take away Mini- 
ters maintcnance?Is it for this the Nation upheld tyths againſt 
all appoſitions,to have a few Readers and Curategwhar, have 
we Eng them fromthe Factious, to belwallowed up by the 


| Coverous! Oh you are men born to undoe your tclves, to 


ruine yourcalling.and to tempt a greedy world to take away 
all your maintenance. Doyou read Hiſtory 2 (Alas,] am at- 
fraid thata ſpirit hath ſeized you. ) Do you obſerve what was 
written in Eqd, 19. gb. pe 279+ and Crartres de nug. cur. FR - [. 
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Thex(the Prieſts) grew ſcandal 15:— they negletted their Cares; 
they reſided not upon their Livings : they wentto and fro for 
their pleaſure 3 the eople aroſe up againit them ,' the Noblemen 
withdrew their tyth from them ; the whole kiugdom-ciyed, 
No tcrviee, no maintenance:——— Tea, thepoor ; 9p burned 
the tyths,being loath the unworthy Minifers ſtould ave any bene- 
fit ly them though loath themſetues to meddle with them -- & 
up011.it was agreed among the Thanes, that there ſhould be nd 
maintenance given to Parſons, but ro Churches, which might 
allow them to {uch perſons as did them ſervice; and that none 
ſhould live by Church-allowance, bur they that did-Church- 
duties. Se/d. tbid. Excerpt. Egbert. can. 199. In contitiuance of 
tim2the Lazy and the 1dle bad ingrofſcd almoſt all Chu:ch- 
pretcrments ; then rhe tiches were alienated and impropriated 
as it is at this. day——whereuponthe Clergy awaked a while, 
and. follou ed their byfincts diligently in K.Fd. 6. and the ke» 
inning of Q. F/. Reign. 'Yct are men ſtill : fcrabour the 
30. of Q.E/. the remainder cf CAurch-livings that had eſc 

the Impropriators, was ingrofled by a tew Pluraliſts-and Non- 
reſidents : in{v much chat the Commensin the Parliament of 
that year petitioned theLords carneſtly argued rationally,con- 
cluded peremptorily againſttheſe milcatriages, agthey did itr 
all Parliaments until the 12. 0f K.'Ch. when the ſcandal of this 
n{urpation was fo great,the odiun fo general.the clamonr fou- 
niverſal, the juggle of the Non-refidents(in holding ryths un- 
der the prerence of the Minitlry for nothing atid in receiving 
million oftheNarional Revenue for tiothing clfe brit that they 
wcrein Orders) was fo apparent, that the whole maintenance 
of Miniſters was endangered,” -all Church-preferment” was 
threarned. And you who nowcannot content your ſelves with 
handſome and honeſt competencies, were like to be bronghe 
to a morlel of Bread. O Sirs, give not occaſon to them that feeks 
ocoaſion :- let the world {ce that duty is more-your 'care their 
Maintenance; that you do not work to ear; bur thar you've toy 
work; that ts: maintain the Engliſh Clergy,” t. to uphold Res 
ligion; 2. toadyance' Gods:Name 7' 3. to: falva- 
cion.of ſouls;ro ſirpport the glory and incereſt! Kingdom, 
together with the peace, evily, and happineſs of his 

and Poſterity. WEIS 0" I ao 
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